
August 2019 

Highlawn Presbyterian  

A Note from the Pastor  

As I mentioned in last month’s Highterian article, I’m going to highlight one of the 5 “focus 
points” of transitional ministry. This time I’ll reflect on “Heritage” – how we celebrate and 
recognize the people and events who have shaped the congregation over the years. How does 
the past continue to inform our sense of mission and identity? What has been lost or set aside 
over time, and how were decisions made not only about what the church would be, but also 
about what it would not be? An often overlooked aspect of focusing on Heritage is coming to 
terms with loss; honoring our past also requires us to grieve who and what we no longer are as a 
congregation.  
 When both my parents died within about 6 months time a few years ago, I started 
tracking down old photographs, doing genealogical research, and reaching out to distant 
relatives. Lacking the opportunity suddenly to ask mom or dad any questions about our family 
history and heritage, I felt the loss not only of their immediate presence in my life, but also of a 
connection to the past. I felt a bit like a “castaway” (though without a volleyball for a friend… 
look it up if you’re not sure :-), an orphan, or a tree whose roots had suddenly contracted and 
barely offered enough support to stand. Over time, though, this reaching out (the photographs, 
research, etc.) helped my roots begin to grow again – or at least helped me be more aware of a 
past that happened long before I was born, but whose “ripple effects” continue into the present. 
For example, I discovered that my father’s “Seventh Day Baptist” tradition (that he rejected at a 
young age, and which I assumed was very conservative) highly valued education – they started 
Salem College in WV and Alfred College in NY. Surely that is part of why all but one of my dad’s 
siblings (from rural Doddridge County, WV) had at least college degrees and why my family has 
emphasized (and even worked in) higher education.  
 What are some of the ways that past events and people have given HPC “wings” and/or 
“roots?”   Unlike some churches with histories of troubled pastorates, etc., it seems to me that 
Highlawn has a history of long-term, stable ministries; yet there are painful events (Mark’s tragic 
death, the sanctuary fire, etc.) that have also shaped the congregation’s identity and awareness. 
In addition, a congregation that had at its peak several hundred members, now has an official 
membership of 137; how can we properly grieve the loss, not just of the folks we miss, but of the 
resources for ministry that were once available to us? Some of us may long for the days when 
Sundays offered few other options besides church worship, but that time will not return. What 
other aspects of the past may we need to both celebrate and grieve, and how can we do more 
than just offer “lip service” to the concept?  
 Having a clear understanding of and appreciation for HPCs past “partnership with God” is 
essential to figuring out what that partnership might look like in a changed and changing world.  
 Next month: Leadership – Appreciating and following current leaders, as well as 
considering how to expand the leadership pool, and supporting healthy, open decision making 
processes.  
 

Peace, 
Dana 
  



August Greeter 

Aug. 4 Okey Elkins 

Aug. 11       Richard Brunton 

Aug. 18 Mary Durstein 

Aug. 25       John & Ann Schurman 

 

During Vacation Bible School, new and lightly 
used board games were collected for the 

Boys and Girls Club. If you have some at home, they 
would be glad to put them to use. The Club has also 
indicated that they can reuse old trophies that you 

may need to downsize from your home.  
Many of us also have new, unused needlepoint and 
other craft kits that need a home. These would be 
welcome items for our Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

and Salvation Army Stockings.  

Thank you to all the volunteers, 
parents, and kids who made VBS a 

success—we had 30+ kids every night 
and everyone had a blast! The kids had 

a great time learning Bible stories, 
singing songs, playing games and 

making fun crafts.  

Got Stuff? 

Session 
August 15 

6 p.m.  

Thank you! 

 - Sarah Specht 



 

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon 

Brown Bag Lunch provided 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 

Noon 

Fellowship Hall 

*Childcare provided, if requested  

September 8 at the church 

Immediately following worship 

Meat, drinks, paper products will be  

provided. Please bring a side dish to 

share. Bring lawn chairs also. 

 

There will be no 

10:30 choir rehearsal  

for the month  

of August 

 

With the beginning of school, can 

Wednesday Night Dinner be far 

behind? We will be starting the dinners 

Sept. 11. We are in the process of 

organizing cooking teams. If you 

would like to join a team, please let 

Ann Schurman know. New faces are 

ALWAYS WELCOME around the 

kitchen. 

Choir Members,  

Please Note 

Wednesday Night 

Dinners 



 

Birthdays for  
This Month 

 

8/03 Lester Williams 
8/09 Carla Lapelle 
8/10 Jim Cyrus 
8/12 Katie Thompson 
8/13 Rex Stoler 
8/13 Betty Thornton 
8/14 Okey Elkins 
8/14 Ellie Hager 
8/15 David Reynolds 
8/16 David Noel 
8/17 Paxton Thompson 
8/20 Dylan Lovejoy 
8/26 Lakin Thompson 

 
Birthdays for  

The Beginning of  
Next Month 

 

9/04 Oliver Fearing 
9/04 Howard Aulick 
9/04 David Meadows 
9/07 Connie Maynard-Walker 
9/09 Layton Thompson 

Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dana Sutton 

Cell: 304-730-0640 
Email:  

dwsutton@gmail.com 

 

Christian Educator 
Sarah Specht 

Cell:  304-690-6667 
Email:  

sarahb43215@ 
yahoo.com 

 

Choir Director 
David Chenoweth 

Cell: 304-617-1097 
Email: 

davidchenoweth79@ 
gmail.com 

 

Organist 
Alanna Cushing 

Cell: 304-549-7636 
Email:  

a-cushing@ 
hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Jennifer Chapman 
Cell: 304-417-2758 

Email:  
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Sexton 
Paul Smith 

Cell:  304-412-9632 
 

OFFICE INFO 

 

Phone 
304-522-1676 

 

Email: 
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

10:00am-2:00pm 

Listen to Sermons  
Online 

 

If you would like to hear the 
sermon for a certain Sunday, 
they are available on our 
website.  Just click on the 
“Sermon” tab and select the 
date you wish to listen to. 

August 15—Session  

August 18—City Mission 

August 25—Women’s Fellowship 

  Luncheon 

August 30—Snacks In Packs 

September 2—Labor Day 

September 8—Church Picnic 

 HIGHTERIAN  

Check out our church 
calendar on our website, 

www.highlawnpc.org  
Let us know if you know  
of something coming up 

that should be added.  



 
HPC on 

On Friday, August 30, we will be assembling 
Snacks In Packs snack bags for the Boys & Girls 
Club at 11:00 AM in HPC kitchen. If you would 
like to contribute snacks, here are some food 

ideas:  
 

Individually packaged— fruit snacks, pudding/
fruit cups, cereal bars, small cereal boxes, 

snack crackers, Pop Tarts, Rice Krispies treats, 
raisins, chips, Little Debbie snacks. Thank you 

for giving to this ministry! 

Join us in collecting and preparing snacks for the Hospice 
House in Huntington. We can use things like individually 

packaged snacks like cereal bars, Pop Tarts, pudding cups, 
fruit cups, small bags of cookies, pretzels, chips, etc. The 
snacks are assembled and taken to Hospice House on the 

first and third Sunday of each month.  

Hello Everyone! 
We had a wonderful “Highlawn Sunday” in July preparing, cooking and serving the meal for the City Mission. 
Many thanks to all for their help and support of this opportunity. We prepared 7 pans of spaghetti, 3 pans of 

macaroni and cheese, 3 pans of ham and cheese rollups, 2 pans of green beans and potatoes, 2 pans of baked 
beans with wieners, 2 pans of zucchini/Italian sausage casserole, lots of garden salad topped off with desserts 

and watermelon. It was a loaves and fishes kind of day, with many folks seeking shelter and relief from the heat 
at the Mission, and we were able to stretch 8 loaves of bread to serve around 170 people. There were 2 pans of 
spaghetti casserole leftover and about one serving of baked beans. The tricky part of the day turned out to be 

that the old red van didn’t start so everyone pitched in to help deliver the food downtown. God provides! 
 

Rest up and look for food bargains. We will also be looking for garden produce if any of our gardeners have an 
overflow. If you have had a bumper crop of zucchini, squash, tomatoes, etc.  - we will take whatever you’ve got.  

 
Also, if you have any menu ideas, please pass them along. We feel one reason our food is liked is that there are 

several choices available—folks like to make their own choices. We hope to do some more squash/zucchini 
casserole next time.  

 
Join us August 18! We will be cooking at noon at the church, and then meeting to serve at the mission at 3pm. 

We can also accept food made ahead of time. Thank you for your help! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiF-sW81d7gAhWGT98KHeVoDrAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedwevolunteer.org%2Fagency%2Fdetail%2F%3Fagency_id%3D83639&psig=AOvVaw38vTGMhTLI122biewWwEgA&ust=1


This is the time to find great deals on school supplies 
for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes and for 

Salvation Army Stockings. Keep your eyes open for 
pencils, sharpeners, crayons, colored pencils, 6-inch 

rulers, and scissors. 

Calling all women: Your time and talents are needed.  
Let’s meet in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, August 20, at 

10am. We are planning to make kits for making pillowcases for 
local distribution to organizations such as Harmony House, 

Branches, Golden Girls, and the City Mission. We can also start 
making Christmas stocking kits for the local Salvation Army.  

We have a wonderful supply of fabric. Bring your fabric scissors, 
sewing talents and willingness to help. You can cut out fabric for 

kits to sew here at church, or take kits home to stitch.  
Come when you can, leave when you need to! 

Many hands get the job done faster.  

Ages birth to 4 years are welcome 
in the nursery—Please note an 

adult needs to pick the child up. 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade 

may go upstairs with Sarah 
Specht. Thank you! 

Volunteers are needed to help in 
the nursery—call the office or Sarah 

Specht if interested. 

There will be an Education Committee 
meeting August 8 at 6pm at  

Sarah Specht’s house.  
We will be discussing Sunday School 
ideas, how to involve kids more in 

worship, kids in the sanctuary, a new 
morning fellowship time, fundraising, 

and a few other things.  
Everyone is welcome—please bring a 

finger food to share.  

Women’s Sewing Mission  

Ongoing Project: 
*Pillow cases for local organizations* 

(Branches, Harmony house, etc.) 
*Pillowcase Dresses for girls in developing countries* 

Possible Future Projects: 
*Christmas Stockings—to be filled for the Salvation Army* 

*T-Shirt Dresses for girls in developing countries* 
*Comfort Dolls—To be distributed locally when a need arises* 

It’s Back to School 
Time! 

Education Committee Meeting 



Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is more to Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes than giving children a gift of school supplies and a 
stuffed animal. Samaritan’s Purse is a nondenominational evangelical Christian organization providing 
spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around the world with the purpose of sharing God’s love through 
His Son, Jesus Christ since 1970.  Local churches share the Good News and  great joy of the Gospel through 
Shoe Box events. 

There is much to be learned about this mission by following the Operation Christmas Child Facebook page 
and visiting the website :  sampur.se/2QwnU4B 

One posts tells of 3 young boys, who have filled 305 water bottles to go in shoeboxes.  You may be inspired 
to follow their example and fill a wide mouth water bottle with small items such as a wash cloth, nail 
clippers, comb, hair accessories, tooth brush, match box cars, and miniature dolls and small toys for our 
upcoming shoebox project.  

When we send our shoeboxes to the local collection point we are asked to include a donation of  $9 per 
box.  We have been filling 30 to 40 boxes a year for the past few years.  This makes the cost of completing 
this mission a substantial one.  Last year the entire amount was raised from our generous congregation in 
a loose collection.  This money is used not only for the transportation of the boxes all over the world, but 
also for printing of The Greatest Gift Gospel Booklets and training the local churches to present them in a 
child friendly way when they receive their shoebox.  

One of the most requested items for shoe boxes is a soccer ball with a pump.  We are hoping for donations 
to cover the shipping cost and to purchase some soccer balls in bulk.  We will also need other items to fill 
boxes.  So watch for bargains and look for a list of suggestions in next month’s Highterian!   
Boxes are due in mid November.  See Ann or Nancy with questions or donations. 

  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsampur.se%2F2QwnU4B%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3pJblVoFak-XJoqfuEgBYCSwpLIs94IRz4WPKZkon44Cy45UrIuoc3zw0&h=AT06CN_xydY72AimYJ-wkVXK6J-vrapReWR_WdovKSuQKlfnQ-7Edwmc2N6u1Rv-FtzJi7tS2tr9Q7B4LsBSo9O1AIass_v6sAUB57sndxYu3piTQ85C9E6

