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A Note from the Pastor  

Playful Worship 
 

 Some Christian theologians say that worship isn’t for us at all; it is a gift, 

a “performance” we make for God. All of us – not just the liturgist, the 

preacher, and the musicians (their role is to “direct” the congregation) – are 

the performers who do a weekly ritual in recognition, in honor, and in 

appreciation of God’s presence in our lives.  

 On the other hand, I believe worship also connects us to and reminds 

us of that same presence. So in addition to us doing something for God, 

ideally in worship God can also do something for us. I think it’s fair for worship 

participants to come seeking a blessing, as long as they are willing also – as 

the old hokey-pokey song suggests – to “put your whole self in!” What might 

that look like? Think of a time when you were really drawn into worship, when 

it felt not just like you had received, but also given something. What was 

happening may be hard to describe; that’s the nature of both faith and ritual – 

our explanations, our best thinking about them only gets us so far.  

 At last week’s Wednesday night dinner, I invited folks to think about the 

connection between “play” and worship, and to come up with some ideas for 

how we might make our worship more “playful.” (I’ve kind of realized that even 

though I consider myself to be a playful, curious, adventurous person, in my 

recent worship planning, I’ve defaulted back to old habits . The word 

“playful” may not be something you often connect with worship; most of us 

were probably led to think of worship as a very serious endeavor, maybe even 

to the point where laughter or light-hearted music were deemed inappropriate. 

(In some traditions, as you may know, any instrumental music is 

unacceptable. I am really glad I didn’t grow up in such a tradition, and also that 

Highlawn has such great music/musicians!)  

 Without question there are times when a more somber, serious 

approach to worship seems more appropriate – in times of loss when grieving 

is what we most need to do, quiet, reflective worship may help us express and 

release our pain. Our recent Maundy Thursday service – thanks to our 

creative Worship Committee – was a wonderful example of an appropriately 

serious (as well as powerful/moving) worship time. But now we have entered 

the Easter season and the focus has turned to recognizing and celebrating 

new life. Without a sense of “playfulness,” joy, curiosity, or wonder, any such 

celebrating won’t likely feel very authentic!  
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There will be a congregational meeting 
Sunday, May 5 immediately following 
morning worship for the purpose of 

electing elders. The nominating 
committee will present the nominees, 

and additional nominations may be 
made by the congregation. 

 
Nominees— 

Pam Curtis, Jim Lamp,  
Jim Musgrave, and Donna Myers 

On behalf of everyone involved with Empty 
Bowls 2019, thank you for participating in the 
Empty Bowls fundraiser for the Facing Hunger 
Food Bank. Approximately 105 businesses, 
organizations, and individuals contributed soup, 
bread, beverages, and silent auction items for 
Empty Bowls 2019. All proceeds from this 
important fundraiser go to support the Facing 
Hunger Food Bank and their mission to end 
hunger in our area.  
 
Countless volunteers donated time and energy 
soliciting donations, making soup, organizing and 
setting up, and working the event on Friday,  
April 12. Dozens of students, university faculty, 
and others worked to produce over 1,400 
handcrafted ceramic bowls. Total proceeds for 
the event equaled $17,875 and will be donated 
to the Facing Hunger Food Bank. 

Empty Bowls 2019 defines collaboration, and we 
appreciate the important part you played in its 
success. A simple thank you seems hardly 
enough, but please know we are grateful for 
your help.  
 
For Empty Bowls 2019, 
 
Diana Van Horn, Director  
Cridlin Food & Clothing Pantry 
 
PS  - Thank you! Your soup was delicious and not 
one drop was left over!! 

Empty Bowls Update 

 
HPC on 

 What if in the coming weeks we 

cultivate that spirit of wonder and curiosity, 

seeking to both give and receive the gifts 

that come from playfulness? How might our 

worship bless both God and us in some 

different ways? Sarah and the youth have 

helped remind us in the past few months of 

how that can look and feel; I invite you to 

consider sharing both your experiences of 

worship and also any thoughts/ideas you 

may have about playful worship. I’m going to 

be keeping at least some of my worship 

planning focus on that goal, and praying that 

we may bless and be blessed by God as a 

result.  

 

Dana 

Continued from page 1 

Meeting 

May 5 



May Session 

May 16 

6:30pm  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

 

I am writing on behalf of the Huntington Area Operation Christmas Child team to thank you for 

your loving donation of shoeboxes during the 2018 collection season. Each shoebox represents an 

opportunity for a child to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and there can be no greater gift than that. 

We firmly believe that God can work miracles through one simple shoebox, changing the life of 

one child, one family, one community, and even one nation. 

 

Thanks to the generosity of Christians around the world, 10,623,776 shoeboxes were collected in 

2018. Just try to envision ten million children receiving shoeboxes and listening to the story of 

Jesus, maybe for the first time in their lives. What an incredible blessing! 8,801,607 of those boxes 

were packed in the United States, and 22,238 were packed by churches and individuals served by 

the Huntington Area team.  

 

Once again, thank you for sharing God’s love with the children  

of the world. May God bless you and encourage you as you  

continue to serve Him.  

 

With love and appreciation, 

 

Andrea Hager 

OCC Church Relations 

Greeters Schedule :  

May 5        Jim & Pam Curtis 

May 12       Marcia and Howard Aulick 

May 19       The Franks Family  

May 26       Marybeth Biederman & Gary Prater 

 

Session 

Update from Operation 

Christmas Child 

Announcements  

May Greeter Schedule 



 

Birthdays for  
This Month 

 

5/07     Richard Brunton 

5/10 Ashley Thompson 

5/10 Luke Lovejoy 

5/12 Mertie Woolcock 

5/13 Sandra Parker 

5/17 Sara Specht 

5/28 Jordan Jones  

 

Birthdays for  
The Beginning of  

Next Month 
 

6/01 Anne Myers 

6/02 Tim Dorey 

6/05 Linda Reynolds 

Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dana Sutton 

Cell: 304-730-0640 
Email:  

dwsutton@gmail.com 

 

Christian Educator 
Sara Specht 

Cell:  304-690-6667 
Email:  

sarahb43215@ 
yahoo.com 

 

Choir Director 
David Chenoweth 

Cell: 304-617-1097 
Email: 

davidchenoweth79@ 
gmail.com 

 

Organist 
Alanna Cushing 

Cell: 304-549-7636 
Email:  

a-cushing@ 
hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Jennifer Chapman 
Cell: 304-417-2758 

Email:  
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Sexton 
Paul Smith 

Cell:  304-412-9632 
 

OFFICE INFO 

 

Phone 
304-522-1676 

 

Email: 
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

10:00am-2:00pm 

 

The church office will be closed  
Monday, May 27  

in observance of Memorial Day.  

Listen to Sermons  
Online 

 

If you would like to hear the 
sermon for a certain Sunday, 
they are available on our 
website.  Just click on the 
“Sermon” tab and select the 
date you wish to listen to. 

 

May 9 Ladies Circles 

 

May 16 Session 

  

May 19 City Mission Dinner 

 

May 24-26, Bluestone Retreat 

 

May 27 Memorial Day— 

Office Closed 

 

May 31 Snacks In Packs 

 HIGHTERIAN  

May 

12 
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Friday, May 31 

11:00am 

Assemble snack bags at 11:00 AM in HPC kitchen 

If you would like to contribute snacks,  

here are some food ideas:  

Individually packaged— fruit snacks, pudding/fruit cups, cereal 

bars, small cereal boxes, snack crackers, Pop Tarts, Rice Krispies 

treats, raisins, chips, Little Debbie snacks.  
You may place items in the Kitchen. 

Thank you for giving to this ministry! 

Contact Carol Specht with any questions.  

Hospice Snacks 
 

Join us in collecting and 

preparing snacks for the Hospice 

House in Huntington.  

We can use things like 

individually packaged snacks like 

cereal bars, Pop Tarts, pudding 

cups, fruit cups, small bags of 

cookies, pretzels, chips, etc.  

The snacks are assembled and 

taken to Hospice House on the 

first and third Sunday of each 

month.  

 
HPC on 

Supplies for  

Work Camp 

Needed 

 

 

The Cabell-Lincoln Work 

Camp is coming up in June 

and even though it seems 

early, time passes fast—so 

be on the lookout for 

bargains on food supplies 

for the Cabell-Lincoln Work 

Camp.  Items we can use 

are:  large boxes of cereal, 

peanut butter & jelly,  drink 

mixes (Kool-aid & 

lemonade), easy snacks for 

lunches, etc. 

City Mission Dinner 

May 19 

  
We had a busy Sunday on April 

28. It was great to have wonderful 

help in the kitchen and later 

faighful experienced servers came 

to the City Mission.  

Remember that we are entering 

vacation season and folks will be 

out of town. (If you are a regular 

helper and know ahead of time 

that you will be out of town on a 

City Mission day, it would be 

super helpful to let Ann 

Schurman know in advance—

Thanks!). We can always use new 

faces on the Mission Team. It’s 

also a good time to meet to work 

with fellow church members. 

Come join us May 19.  

Meet in the fellowship hall at 

noon to prepare food, and at the 

City Mission at 3 to serve.  

Food may also be prepared and 

sent ahead of time.  

Thanks for your  

willingness to serve! 

Snacks In Packs 
For the Boys and Girls Club 
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Announcements 

Congregational Retreat 

Don’t forget about the  

Congregational Retreat at Bluestone 

May 24-26, 2019 

 

Adults  - $65 per person 

Children  - 5 to 11 -  $35 

Children - 4 & Under -   Free 

 

(Scholarships available if needed. Please see Sara 

Specht or Ann Schurman for more information) 

 

Sign-up Sheets are in the bulletin 

 

 

Summer Camp 

It’s not too late to sign up for Summer Camp! 

Please see Sara Specht for more information 



Announcements 

 

 

 

 

  

WOMEN’S  
BIBLE STUDY & 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Thursday,  
May 9 

1:30 or 7:00 PM 

Bible Study:  “God’s Promise: I Am With You” 
Lesson Nine—God with Us    

MAY MISSION 

 

*Work Camp food 

supplies 

Pillow Cases:  Presbyterian Women are 
collecting pillow cases to comfort children 
in Puerto Rico traumatized by Hurricane 
Maria.  You can buy pillow cases that are 
already decorated with child friendly 
motifs, decorate plain pillow cases, or 
make your own.  We will be collecting 
these through Sunday, June 23. 
 
Pillowcase Dresses:  We are having lots 
of fun working on Pillow case dresses and 
admiring one another's work. These are 
for girls in developing countries. To get the 
most from our personal supplies, bring any 
fabric or notions you are willing to swap or 
share.   
 
Cooking:  Any prep we do in advance 
makes things that much easier on Mission 
Sunday. 
 
Gardening:  Anyone who would rather be 
outside in pretty weather can always work 
in the court yard. 
 
Come when you can. Leave when you 
need to. 
 

Contact Ann Schurman or Nancy Estler. 

Women’s Mission and  

Fellowship Opportunity 

Work Day  

Thursday, May 17 

10:00am 

The Presbyterian Women Salad 

Luncheon and Installation of Officers 

will take place Sunday, June 2    

immediately following morning worship. 

Jean Sutton will be doing the installation. 

Everyone is asked to bring a salad to 

share. All women who attend Highlawn 

PC are invited to attend.  

 
 

Presbyterian 
Women  

Fellowship 

http://www.vectorfree.com/flowers-circles-composition

