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 our gifts to bring comfort and justice to those in need, reforming  the 
 ways of our world for the sake of new life. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 [At the end of each intercession, the leader will say, “O God, who is with us” 
 and the congregation should respond with, “hear our prayer.” A time of 
 silence follows each petition. We conclude with The Lord’s Prayer found on p. 
 35 in the hymnal]. 

* Hymn  “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”   No. 118 v. 1,2,6  

* Benediction 

 May God’s peace – surprising, profound, sustaining – be and abide in your 
 hearts, and shape this community into a beacon, where others may discover 
 that same peace, now and always. Amen. 

* Benediction Response 
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 Forgive us and lead us to a more gracious life. In your compassion, 
 turn us to your way. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face 
 shine upon us, and we shall be saved.   
 (Please observe a moment of silent, personal confession) 

  Assurance of Pardon 

 “You are called to belong to Jesus Christ.” For the sake of the One God 
 promised to send, named as God’s Son, who died, was raised, and through 
 whom we receive grace, God forgives you all your sins. You are God’s 
 beloved, called to be saints. Grace to you and peace. Amen. 

  * Passing of the Peace 

 Let’s celebrate forgiveness and new possibilities by greeting each other with 
 words of peace and welcome.  (Please stand and share God’s peace as you 
 feel led). 

   Children’s Message   

   Anthem            "Creation Will Be at Peace”               Anna Laura Page  

   Scripture     Isaiah 9:6-7, Luke 2:25-32, John 14:27  

   Sermon         “The (Hidden?) Path of Peace”        Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton 

   Hymn      “In the Bleak Midwinter”                       No. 144 v. 1-3 

   The Offering of God’s People  

 * Offertory Response             “In the Bleak Midwinter”      No. 144 v. 4 

* Prayer of Dedication (Unison) 
  
 Holy God, you bless us with many gifts, you retrieve us from 
 despair and fear, you visit us with surprising proclamations, and 
 you intend for us good things. We thank you for your steadfast 
 love, for sending signs of assurance, and for the gift of faith. Use   
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   Welcome and Announcements 

   Prelude            “Away in a Manger”         Arr. David Huntsinger  

   Advent Candle Lighting          HPC Youth 

   * Call to Worship 
  
 Leader: Come from your homes with Christmas cards unwritten 
 People: With family arrangements yet to be finalized 
 Leader: Come share in a celebration 
 People: Which began with the homeless, the illiterate, and the 
 unmarried 
 Leader: Come from your communities where talk is of Christmas shopping 
 People: And where children are stirred up by advertising frenzy 
 Leader: Come share in a celebration 
 People: Where we have nothing to peddle but our stories of hope 
 Leader: Come let us worship 
 People: Come let us turn our lives upside down. 

   * Hymn         “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      No. 119 

   Invitation to Confession 

 Assured that God hears our repentance, let us turn our minds to the truth, 
 confessing our sins to God and one another. 

  Prayer of Confession   (Unison)  

 Shepherd of Israel, God of hosts, we have turned away from you, 
 neglecting the welfare of your creation, ignoring the plight of your 
 people, trampling on the creatures and the plants you have made, 
 taking from Earth what we cannot give back. We have not helped our  
 neighbors in need, kept peace within our families, or tended the vine 
 you have planted in our own lives. 
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