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A Note from the Pastor 

Interim or Transition? 
Behold, I will do something new. Now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of it?  

Is. 43:19 

 

My title says "Interim Pastor," and most folks in this congregation and in other 

Presbyterian churches (as well as Lutherans, Episcopalians, and others without an 

appointment system like the United Methodists have) are familiar with that title. But as 

you know if you've been around, I talk an awful lot about this period as one of 

"transition," rather than as just a period "between" pastors. I found a helpful description 

of this distinction: 

 

In the traditional approach [interim], the church searches for someone to keep the 

doors open and help the congregation tread water. The interim minister’s role is 

seen as providing stability and keeping all programs and ministries running. The 

goal in this approach is not to move the church in any particular direction. A local 

retired pastor may be asked to provide this type of leadership to prevent the 

church from losing momentum. Certainly an experienced pastor, serving as an 

interim, can maintain and enhance the church’s ministry. 

 

Intentional approach [transitional] Congregations making this strategic decision see 

this in-between time as a transitional window. They ask for someone with an 

adaptive leadership style who will serve for a designated period to resolve 

conflict, create space for grief or anger some members may feel from losing their 

previous pastor, and assist with efforts to identify future goals and priorities. 

This approach emphasizes transformation and renewal rather than continuity. 

  

We are approaching the one-year anniversary of my arrival here at HPC. I've signed a 

new one-year contract (required by the Presbytery of WV), and fully expect to be here 

at least another year. Why? Not because it necessarily takes that long to find a new 

pastor; lots of churches "go through the motions" of doing a mission study and get their 

job description out there as quickly as possible. And at some points in the past, that 

might have made sense. If, for example, a congregation was in a period of stability, if 

their understanding of and commitment to their unique mission was clear, and if their 

current leadership was recruiting and training plenty of replacements, it could work. 

But as I'm sure you're aware, that is not the current situation at Highlawn. The 

membership – while strongly committed and deeply gifted – is both shrinking and aging 



 
Dear Highlawn Friends, 

 
What a wonderful 90th birthday I had, thanks to my family and to my dear friends 
who took the time to send a card to help me celebrate. You helped make the day 
extra special and I have enjoyed reading each card, memory, etc. I will keep them 

and read them again, as each one is special. Thank you so much! 
 

Nancy Weider 

 

(sorry to be the one to tell you you're getting older ), while the neighborhood and 

larger culture both need the church and tend to ignore it at the same time. Just 

creating a program and/or inviting people to come won't shift the trends. Neither 

will finding the "perfect" pastor. So what might make a difference? The truth is that 

there are no easy answers to that question, requiring: a) a whole lot of learning, b) a 

ton of patience, and c) an abundance of prayer!  

 Please join us in all three of those; Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings 

are great learning times. Patience can come from a deep trust in God's guidance, 

which can be a side-effect of prayer. So start with any one of the three… and may we 

all be blessed during this time of  transition, and not just a sense of waiting for what 

comes next, but of actively searching for the “something new” God may be inviting us 

to join. 

 Faith, Hope, Love, 

 Dana 

Continued from previous page... 



Listen to Sermons  
Online 

 

If you would like to hear the sermon for a 
certain Sunday, they are available on our 
website.  Just click on the “Sermon” tab and 
select the date you wish to listen to. 

Fellowship Time 

Let’s get to know each 
other a little better! In 

between Sunday 
School and Worship, 

we would like to invite 
you to the Fellowship 
Hall for a treat and a 
cup of coffee while 

getting to know your 
neighbor a little better.  

Sunday Mornings,  
10:30-11:00am 

February Greeter Schedule 

Feb. 2 Tara Barbera 

Feb. 9 Rochelle & Shawn Bragan 

Feb. 16 Richard Brunton 

Feb. 23 Patty Meadows 

 

God Loves Me 
Birth—4 years old 
Taught by: Denise 
Parks 
Room : Nursery, 104 
 
All Together Now 
Kindergarten  - 3rd 
Grade 
Taught by: Emily 
Franks 
Room 208 
 
I Know My Bible 
4th  - 6th Grade   
Taught by Anna 
Laura Dorey 
Room 204 
 
 

Milestones, 
Connecting  
God’s Word for Life 
7th  - High School 
Taught by Sarah 
Specht Room 202 
 
6 Themes in 
Jeremiah Everyone 
Should Know 
Adults 
Taught by Carla 
Lapelle 
Room  108 
 
 

One Year Daily Acts 
of Kindness 
Young Adults 
Library, Room 102 
 
 

Sunday School Opportunities  

-Coffee and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall  
following Sunday School  

Session meeting February 20th @ 5pm 



Birthdays for This Month 

 

2/01    Richard Strode 
2/02 Jane Hastings 
2/04 Steve Armstrong 
2/04 Lois DeMattie 
2/05 Lexie Thompson 
2/05 Tammy Lee 
2/06 Alex Anderson 
2/07 John Justice 
2/08 Claire Curtis 
2/11 Karen Albers 
2/12 Ann Hagan 
2/15 Libby Ball 
2/17 Martha Woodward 
2/17 Gwen Tygrett 
2/21 Todd Sykes 
2/21 Abby Parks 
2/22 Christine Nelson 
2/22 Jim Curtis 
2/22 Matt Wright 
2/24 Margaret Franks 
2/25 Mike Barbara 
2/27 Otto Daniels 
2/27 Bradley Morgan 
2/28 Sylvia Wilson 
2/28 Charles Shockley 
 
Birthdays for the Beginning  

of Next Month 

 
3/01 Glenn Stotts 
3/02 Mike Hager 
3/03 Mackenzie Barbera 
3/04 Patty Justice 

 
 

 

Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dana Sutton 

Cell: 304-730-0640 
Email:  

dwsutton@gmail.com 

 

Christian Educator 
Sarah Specht 

Cell:  304-690-6667 
Email:  

sarahb43215@ 
yahoo.com 

 

Choir Director 
David Chenoweth 

Cell: 304-617-1097 
Email: 

davidchenoweth79@ 
gmail.com 

 

Organist 
Alanna Cushing 

Cell: 304-549-7636 
Email:  

a-cushing@ 
hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Jennifer Chapman 
Cell: 304-417-2758 

Email:  
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Sexton 
Paul Smith 

Cell:  304-412-9632 
 
 

OFFICE INFO 

 

Phone 
304-522-1676 

 

Email: 
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

10:00am-2:00pm 

Feb 1    Mission Possible  

Feb 2    Souper Bowl of       

Caring  

Feb 13    Circles 

Feb 16    City Mission 

Feb 26    Ash Wednesday 

Feb 28    Snacks In Packs 

 HIGHTERIAN  

Highlawn Presbyterian Church 

WINTER WEATHER POLICY 
 

WEEKDAYS: 
If Cabell County Schools are closed or 

released early due to  
inclement weather, ALL activities for that day 

will be cancelled.  
(Dinner, Bible Studies, Choir Rehearsal, etc.)   

 
SUNDAY: 

Should inclement weather occur on a Sunday 
morning— 

Sunday School will be cancelled 
and  

if Worship should need to be cancelled,  
we will work to inform everyone. 

 
We will also try to post any schedule changes on 
the HPC website (www.highlawnpc.org) and 

HPC facebook page.   



Join Us! 
 

HPC Youth Group for Middle  
School and High School will be  

Sunday evenings 
from 5pm—6:30 pm.  

 
*No Youth Group Feb. 2 

Women’s Fellowship  
The study this year is on the Ten Commandments.  

There are two times to attend; pick whatever time is 
best for you—either 1pm or 6:30pm.  

Both meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
All women of the church are welcome to attend.  

 
Words of Love: Hold Your Marriages Sacred 

The Seventh Word 
  

Scripture: Exodus 20:14, Genesis 2:18-25, and 
John 8:1-11  

Purpose: The purpose of Lesson Six is to 
understand God’s desire for deep and faithful 

relationships in the human family and how 
behavior that has no boundaries can devastate 

people and communities. 

of 

Lesson 6 

February Mission Project— 

Have a Heart for Mission Dinner 

Feb. 1– Mission Possible Day of Service 

Feb. 2—Souper Bowl—Bring a pot of soup to share after church and some 

  canned goods to donate to a local food bank.  

Feb. 23—Have a Heart for Mission Luncheon 

Feb. 26—Ash Wednesday Service following dinner 

March 6-8—Middle School Retreat!! More info to follow . . . 



 HPC on 

Join us in collecting and preparing snacks for 
the Hospice House in Huntington. We can 

use things like individually packaged snacks 
like cereal bars, Pop Tarts, pudding cups, 
fruit cups, small bags of cookies, pretzels, 
chips, etc. The snacks are assembled and 

taken to Hospice House on the first and third 
Sunday of each month.  

Friday, Feb. 28 

11:00am 
Assemble snack bags at  
11:00 AM in HPC kitchen 

If you would like to contribute snacks,  
here are some food ideas:  

 

Individually packaged— fruit snacks, 
pudding/fruit cups, cereal bars, small 

cereal boxes, snack crackers, Pop Tarts, 
Rice Krispies treats, raisins, chips, Little 

Debbie snacks.  
 

You may place items in the Kitchen. 
Thank you for giving to this ministry! 

Contact Carol Specht with any questions.  

Snacks In Packs 
For the Boys and Girls Club 

 

We had a busy Sunday in January preparing food 
and serving the meal at the Mission. Our food was 
well appreciated by the guests at the meal. The only 
leftovers were a bag of salad and a couple of cakes! 
These items were left so the Mission could use 
them the next day.   Everything else was eaten. We 
used 4 hams, 4 large pans of macaroni and cheese, 
4 pans of Mexican surprise and probably 5 pans of 
the green beans/potatoes/ham bits.  Thanks to 
those who donated the ham, the green beans/
potatoes/ham. and all the folks who sent the 
desserts. Thanks to all who were able to work after 
church and stay and clean and up the kitchen.  We 
had a fine group of servers who showed up 
downtown. We also had several youth who served 
desserts and poured drinks and helped with other 
jobs.  Thanks to Brandon, Kitty, Jack, Andy and 
Karen Keck's granddaughter.  They did a wonderful 
job. 
 
Every month has a different 'wrinkle' to it in some 
way ---- maybe it's the new faces, or new personnel 
in charge of  the dining hall, or the weather ---- but 
there is one constant through all of this ---God 
Provides'! Many people were fed.   We had plenty 
of food and seconds were passed out.  God has 
richly blessed us as we strive to feed others.  Thanks 
be to God for watching over our humble efforts. 
 
We will be serving February 16th. We can always 
use desserts and things. If you see a good deal on 
ground beef, we can always use that as well.  
 
Peace and Joy to all.  
Ann 
 

 

 



 

The luncheon will be February 23, 2020, immediately 

following church.   

The Synod of the Trinity mission this year is an 

organization in Butler, Pennsylvania, Lighthouse Foundation, 

which serves homeless women, single parents, two 

parent families and those at risk for homelessness  

from ages 18-29.  They are requesting assistance for three 

transitional housing units and have requested $20,000.  

It is a ―hands up…not a handout‖   

 

Please join us in our efforts to help raise money for this worthwhile 

project.  We are asking for a minimum of $10 per person for lunch. 

 The menu will be potato soup, sub sandwich and dessert. 

“Have a Heart for Missions” Luncheon 

Our 8thAnnual PW  

February 23, 2020 

In order for us to have a general idea of how many to prepare for,  

please sign up in the Fellowship Hall Foyer on the table designated with a 

lighthouse.  The sign- up sheet will be available beginning February 9. 

If you determine at the last minute that you can attend, please feel free to 

come and join us. 

 

February 1  10am-2pm 

All ages across the Presbytery are invited to join and participate in a variety of local 

mission projects. People in Huntington, Charleston, and Clarksburg will all be 

participating this Saturday from 10am until 2pm.  

At Highlawn, we have many opportunities that include: baking, making cards, putting 

together hygiene kits, cleaning at Rome Presbyterian and  

helping at the Salvation Army.  

Activities start at the church at 10am.  

Please join us!!  

The more hands we have the more work we can do.  

Anyone and everyone is invited!!!  



 

After graduating in 1951 Barrett attended Downer College, an all-

women’s college in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. She majored in 

occupational therapy and graduated in 1955. During her senior year, 

she began dating a handsome Army lieutenant, Eddie. 

 

Following her graduation from college, Barrett enlisted in the Army, 

was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant and became an occupational 

therapist at Valley Forge Army Hospital after six weeks training at 

Fort Sam Houston. The couple managed to find time for marriage 

during the Christmas holiday of 1955 and shared a brief honeymoon. 

The next several months involved frequent flyer miles and letters between two different 

assignments. After military life, they settled in Morgantown, where Eddie left his military post as 

public relations and became involved with sports information for West Virginia University. 

 

“In 1967, we moved to Huntington, where Eddie became athletic director at 

Marshall for a few years,” Barrett said. “He became general manager of Huntington’s Pepsi-Cola until 

he founded his Tax Sheltered Annuities in 1975. It became a successful business until 2012, when my 

beloved husband passed away after 56 years.” 

 

During his tenure in Huntington, Eddie Barrett became a respectable entrepreneur who developed 

many friendships before his passing. Now, his wife carries on his torch of community involvement. 

Barrett is a volunteer member of the Cabell-Huntington Coalition for the Homeless, a member of the 

Cabell County Public Library Board of Directors and League of Women Voters. She worked with Ken 

Hechler during his write-in campaign for Congress in 1976. Between 1979 and 1989, she worked 

part-time at the Information Referral Services at the Cabell County Public Library. She also has 

worked three years for the Autism Society. She is now currently serving as a board member with the 

retirement community where she now lives. 

 

Eddie and Betty Barrett had five children and 11 grandchildren. This coming March, she is looking 

forward to meeting her first great-grandson. 

Retiree still involved in 
community affairs 

by Clyde Beal  
An excerpt from the Herald Dispatch, Jan. 19

th
 

We are proud of you, Betty! 


