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A People of Loving Hearts  and Helping Hands 
Those who are able, please stand for the parts of worship indicated with an asterisk. 

The congregation is asked to responsively read the bold text in the liturgy. 

   Welcome and Announcements 

 

   Prelude     

 

   Scripture Sentences  

  Hear these words from Holy Scripture: Just as the body is one and has 

 many members and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

 body, so it is  with Christ.  

 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body— Jews or 

 Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 

 Spirit. 

 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. God has told 

 you what is good: and what does the Lord require of you? 

 To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our 

 God. 

  

   * Opening Hymn           “Baptized in Water”           No. 482 

    

   Call to Confession 

 Join with me now in the litany prayer as we confess our sins before God 

 and one another. 

 

   Confession of Sin—A Litany  
   
 Sovereign God, in baptism you called us to turn from sin and to turn to 

 Jesus Christ; but we stray from his ways and do not heed your call. 

 Silence. 

 Lord, have mercy. 



 Christ, have mercy. 

 In baptism you joined us to Christ in his death that we might be raised with 

 Christ in new life; but we cherish old ways and fail to embrace the risen life 

 of righteousness, justice, and love. 

 Silence. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 In baptism you united us with all the baptized who confess your name; but 

 we foster division in the church. We refuse to live as one people, and so fail 

 to witness to your reconciling love before the world. 

 Silence. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 In baptism you call us to ministry in all realms of life, but we refuse the 

 struggle to know your will; we do not nurture the ways of peace; we allow 

 enmity and hatred to grow among us, putting neighbor against neighbor, 

 and nation against nation. We abuse the earth you entrust to our care, and 

 life in discord with all you have made. 

 Silence. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 In baptism you sent us to serve with compassion all for whom Christ died; 

 but we ignore the suffering of the oppressed and the plight of the poor. We 

 take bread from the hungry, and will not listen to cries for justice. 

 Silence. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 In baptism you gave us the Holy Spirit to teach and guide us, but we rely 

 on ourselves, and refuse to trust your direction. We spurn your eternal 

 wisdom, preferring the luring ways of the world. 

 Silence. 



 Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy on us. Remember the promises you made to us in our 

 baptism, forgive our sinful ways and heal our brokenness. Set us free 

 from all that enslaves us, and raise us to new life in Jesus Christ, that 

 we may be your faithful servants, showing forth your healing love to the

 world, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

  Declaration of Forgiveness 

 Hear the good news! In baptism you were buried with Christ. In baptism 

 also you were raised to life with him, through faith in the power of God 

 who raised Christ from the dead. Anyone who is in Christ is a new 

 creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. I declare to you in 

 the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen. 

 

* Sharing the Peace 
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The 
 peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you.  

 (Please stand and share God’s peace as you feel led) 

 

  Children’s Message   
    

  Anthem    “Shall We Gather at the River”     Setting by John Carter 
     

   Scripture             Matthew 3:1-17 

 

  Reflection      “Baptized Covenant People”          Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton 



  Service of Baptism and Reaffirmation of the Baptismal 
 Covenant  
 
     Introduction and Presentation 

 
     A New Way of Life (Renouncing the Old Way) 
 Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin 
 and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
 I do. 
 Who is your Lord and Savior? 
 Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
 Will you be Christ's faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his 
 Love? 
 I will, with God's help. 
 

  What We Believe: 
 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. Do you believe in God 

 the Father?  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

 earth. 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

 conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered

 under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

 descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

 ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

 communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

 of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 The Lord be with you.  

 And also with you. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 (The prayer continues) 
 

 The Baptism 
 

  Remembrance/Renewal of Baptism  
 Those who are able are invited to come forward to touch the baptismal 
 waters and receive a blessing. If you are unable to come forward, but would 
 like to participate, please let an usher know at the appropriate time. 

 
    The Offering 
        Offertory Response “Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow” No. 606 

        Prayer of Dedication 
 
    Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer 
 
    Hymn    “Take Me to the Water”       No. 480 
 
    Blessing 
 
    Choral Response 


