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A Note from the Pastor 

It's hard to know what belongs in a newsletter article right now (or even in a 
newsletter at all, with most of our activities suspended). No use pretending that 
things are in any way "normal." So I think I'll keep it short and just share a few 
things that I've observed about "Highlawn Presbyterian Church in exile" (as I've 
been calling it on my Sunday morning Powerpoint slides): 
 

• Common sense is alive and well and living at 2814 Collis Ave. in Huntington. 

From the very beginning, our Session members were in tune with the guidance 
from medical professionals (including some of our own members, with whom we 
consulted) about cancelling in-person gatherings. Our Session may have been 
among the very first in the Presbytery to take this big step toward protecting 
both our own members and our community. The first Sunday online (March 
22nd) was – to say the least – a bit awkward, confusing, and chaotic. But we 
gathered virtually nonetheless; we shared our concerns and our joys, we prayed, 
we read from scripture, and we drew solace and encouragement from God via 
one another. What more could we ask on any Sunday, really?  
 

• Our attendance for our Zoom worship services last week was about 70-80 people 

(it's tough to get an accurate count when some folks are sharing screens), which 
is only a bit lower than our regular "live" services. Our Bible Study on Mondays 
has shown an increase, and our Wednesday prayer gathering has had around 20-
25 people. The willingness of HPC folks (some of whom are *ahem* more 
comfortable with technology than others) to try this new (to most) Zoom thing 
has been commendable, and suggests a flexibility with regard not to what is 
important (that seems very clear), but with regard to how we go about doing 
what is important when presented with challenges. As we continue to seek new 
wisdom and divine guidance for the future ministry of HPC, this seems a very 
hopeful sign to me! 
 

• The thing that has come through most loudly and clearly to me as your interim 

pastor is the tremendously supportive and nurturing attitude you have toward 
your leaders. I can't emphasize enough how meaningful this is in a time the likes 
of which no one has ever tried to do ministry before! If only all congregations 
expressed their appreciation so freely and with such sincerity… but I can tell you 
it isn't so. Many of my ministry colleagues are pouring out their hearts and their 
best creative efforts, and folks keep pushing for "more." It is "more" than most 
of us have to give, but what's making it work for me in this time is your attitude. 
Find a way to convey that as you search for your next installed pastor, and I 
believe you'll be inundated by applicants.  

 
This coming week is Holy Week. As you probably know, we won't be at HPC in 
person, but we will engage in this end-of-Lent time via Maundy Thursday and Easter 



 

worship online. And – hold onto your hats – we will also celebrate The Lord's Supper 
on both of those occasions! Yep. At home. You with your juice, wine, or ??? and 
your bread, cracker, or ??? and me with mine. Oh, and the Holy Spirit, "everywhere 
the giver and renewer of life." Stretching across our social, emotional, physical 
distances, and re-making this ancient sacrament. And binding us all together, in 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Continued from previous page... 

To keep in line with our social distancing, our office hours 
are being spread out during the week. If you need to 

come to the church in person for some reason, call first to 
ensure someone is there to let you in. Someone will be in 
the office most days, though the times may vary. Jennifer 
will be in the office each Friday from 10am-2pm. Please 
use good judgement when leaving your home for any 

reason, and protect yourself and others by wearing masks, 
using gloves, washing hands, etc.  

To join HPC gatherings on Zoom:  
Using a smartphone, tablet 
(iPad), or computer:  

Click on the meeting link below. If 
you have previously installed Zoom, 
your browser will ask permission to 

open Zoom. (Say yes). If it's the first time using Zoom, 
it will ask permission to install it. (Say yes) It will also 
ask for permission to access your microphone and 
camera. (Say yes) 

Each time you join a meeting, you can just click the link 
and it will take you to Zoom.  

Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/974738954 

Using a telephone: 

Dial either of these numbers, and then 
enter the Meeting ID (below) and the 
# sign (to the left of the 0).  

1 253 215 8782 US or; 

1 301 715 8592 US and 

Meeting ID:  974 738 954 

Instructions   

If you have missed any of 
the services, either in person 
or since we’ve been meeting 

on Zoom, check out our 
website to catch up.  

 
Go to 

www.highlawnpc.org 
then click on the Sermon 

tab and click on the week of 
your choice.  

 
Each Sunday service will 

likely be available by 
Monday afternoon.  

https://zoom.us/j/974738954


I have been sending kids a weekly activity book—if your child 
has not received one or you know of a child who needs one, 

please let me know by emailing or calling the office 
(office@highlawnpc.org and 304-522-1676) I’ll make sure to 

add them to my list.  

 A Note from Sarah 

Jana Stoner contacted me about sending Thank You letters 
to hospital employees. We’re asking people to drop thank 
you notes in the church mailbox with “Thank You” written 

on the back so we can get them to the right people.  

Easter is almost here and it’s going to be different because we won’t get to physically be 
together. Normally on Easter we talk about rebirth and starting new, faith in God, and hope 
for the future. I’m asking people to email the office (office@highlawnpc.org) the things that 

are bringing you hope in this time of chaos. We know we need to have faith and that God will 
see us through this, but sometimes it’s hard to look past the shadows to see what God has in 
store for our future. If you are having a hard time, you could start with the question, “Where 

did I see God this week?” Then email your answers to the church office. I will be posting 
answers on Facebook so that you can bring hope to others. You could send a word picture or 
story—whatever you want! You never know who needs your light right now, so please share.  

We were informed that the Board of Directors has decided to cancel 
Work Camp this summer due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 
Planning and advertising would have already been underway by now, 

but because of these circumstances, preparation is seemingly 
impossible.  

 
They are looking forward now to Work Camp 2021.  

 
Stay well, safe & strong! 

Work Camp Update 



Birthdays for This Month 
 

4/03  Ethan Morgan 

4/04  Emily Meyers 

4/15  Lynn Thompson 

4/18  Adam Franks 

4/25  Paulette Mabry 

4/27  Caroline Dorey 

 

Thank you for the continued prayers for Elwood 
as he deals with the gastric cancer. Thank you 
for the friendship and love as we continue to 
enjoy HPC as distant members. Our hearts and 
prayers are with you.  
 
Linda Beegle 

Carolyn Sue Callopi and Okey Lenoard Elkins 
were united in love and commitment in a 
Celebration conducted by Rev. Dr. Dana 
Sutton on March 14, 2020, at Highlawn 
Presbyterian Church with their families 

present.  
 

A beautiful reception followed the service 
that was provided by special friends Sarah 

Beth Clark, Mertie and Charlie Woolcock, and 
Gwen Tygrett. We would also like to thank 

Jim Thornton who served as our sound 
engineer and Brian Callopi for his solo of “I 

Cross My Heart.”  

I want to thank everyone for the cards and 
emails I received before and after my heart 
surgery. God has blessed me with a good 
outcome and a caring church family.  
 
Love you, 
 
Linda Reynolds 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Again you  have  donated generously to the ministry 

of our food pantry at New Baptist Church  

We appreciate this gift and thank you for helping us 

feed the hungry in our community.  

Our members are increasing almost each week Some-

times we have one hundred or more each Tuesday.  

This increase means more food is needed and your 

gift is very needed so we can meet those  needs. 

May God bless you in your ministries. Working to-

gether as Christians to help people is what Jesus 

asked us to do. May God be  praised  

 

Linda Cummings,  

New Baptist Church Food Pantry 



If any of our crafty folks has any extra or 
decent sized scraps of #4 yarn that they 
are willing to part with we have someone 
working on the "lap robes" project. We 
are looking for neutral colors, natural 

and white, but all colors are 
welcome.  The yarn could be dropped off 
at the church at the office door.  There is 
a busy individual who is crocheting her 
way through this time of separation and 

we want to help her stay supplied.   
 

Thank you,  
Ann Schurman 

Spring Cleaning?  Don’t toss gently used suitcases or duffle bags!   We are 
saving them for foster kids. I spoke to the volunteer coordinator at WV Children’s 
Home Society at “Jan’s House” at  203 6th Ave.   She said that they would appreciate 
suitcases and duffle bags and that they always need laundry bags for the children.  We will 
collect these items at the church when we start meeting again.  We also have some sturdy 
fabric for making laundry bags if anyone is interested.   
 
If you have fabric or other sewing supplies that you want to get out of the house, send 
them our way and we will put them to good use.    
 
 
Get crafty!  If you have the materials on hand, or like me, still have unfinished projects at 
home, you can start working on little dresses again.  As soon as we starting meeting 
again, we are hoping to have a Craft Fair to see what everyone is working on.    
 
 
I am still making up pillow case kits to be sewn for the Veteran’s Home and will get them 
into the church anytime I am able.   
   
I understand our crocheters have a good start on the granny square afghans for 
Christmas.  Talk to Emily about this project.  
 
Other questions?   
Talk to Ann or Nancy  

 A Note from Nancy 

Kids at home?  Have them 
create a newsletter , giving them 
as much or as little help as they 
need depending their abilities.  They 
can report on activities going on at 
their house with or without adding 
pictures.  This will create a 
keepsake from this time in their 
personal history.  They can mail 
them to family and friends near and 
far.  They can place them in 
neighbor’s mailboxes to have 
contact with others and exchange 
ideas about best online zoo visits, 
homework help and homemade fun!  
 



 

If you’re getting bored at home and want 

something to do, this would be a great time to 

crochet some granny squares! Finished 

blankets should be anywhere from 36" square 

to 48x60 rectangle. Remember your join and 

border should be in some shade of green. 

Please note the pictures of some finished 

blankets & what we’re hoping the final project 

looks like! Feel free to call/text/email Emily 

Franks with any questions…304-544-4013; 

aefranks@zoominternet.net Get hooking!!!  

Crochet Opportunity! 

mailto:aefranks@zoominternet.net


 

February 1  10am-2pm 

Dear Friends, 

 

Church services today (March 29) were certainly uplifting! Approximately 70 people joined (online 

via Zoom) to pray and sing together, to listen to Dana and Jean Sutton deliver words of worship 

and comfort about Jesus’ difficult times leading up to his denial and arrest, and his glory of Easter 

Sunday. To me, it’s amazing that we Christians have gathered to declare our faith in God and our 

love for all people via internet connection! 

 

Some of you have wondered how to continue your pledges and gifts to the Church during this 

time of separateness. It’s easy . . . simply mail your offerings to the church. Here is the address: 

 

Highlawn Presbyterian Church 

2814 Collis Avenue 

Huntington, WV  25702 

 

It will be collected by our Treasurer and deposited timely into our accounts. I remind you that our 

church continues its life and mission even as we properly stay in our homes and do not have any 

gatherings at church during the Covid-19 pandemic. Our promises to our church employees must 

still be met, as well as our other missions locally and nationally.  

 

I also want to remind you that one of the four “Special Offerings” of the PCUSA culminates this 

Sunday, April 5th, The One Great Hour of Sharing offering, which has been collected every year for 

the past 70 years. This opportunity to give provides Presbyterians a way to share God’s Love with 

our neighbors in need around the world. The three programs by this year’s offering are 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development of People. 

Again, if you wish to give to this Special Offering simply write a check to Highlawn Presbyterian 

Church and write “One Great Hour” on your check’s memo line. 

 

One more thing – Stay safe, follow the distance rules and wash your hands . . . 

 

In Christ,  

 

Gary Baldwin, Finance Committee  

A Note from our Finance Committee 



 City Mission Update 

On March 22 we provided a Sunday meal for the City Mission consisting of ham, macaroni & 
cheese, green beans and lots and lots of desserts.  The main meal portion was sent in supplies 
that could be prepared by the Mission staff while many in our congregation supplied the sweets 

and goodies.  For our City Mission date on April 19, we plan to send a check to cover the items for 
the meal .  We will be checking with Jody Dowell at the Mission about sending desserts for the 

dinner.   
 

As many of you are aware our freezer in the kitchen had a timer failure that caused us to clean 
out everything on March 14.  Since we are not preparing meals in our spacious church kitchen at 
the moment, we are not filling the freezer with some of our tasty leftovers.  These leftovers are 
some of the "building blocks" we use when planning a City Mission meal.  Perhaps by June we 

may be cooking in our kitchen again, so we will be looking for a period of restocking.  The need 
for meals will probably be greater in the coming months. 

 
We received enough money through donations to cover the cost of last months Mission Dinner 

[and with some funds left for this month].  Any donations are always welcome and can be sent to 
the church.  It has been fulfilling and meaningful to participate in worship and other studies on 
Zoom but we do love our mission activities and hope that by continuing some of them that the 

Light of Christ will shine through us.   
 

God Bless us all as we seek to follow and serve Him during these difficult times. 
 

 

Our day starts before 7am serving 150 breakfasts. These days it’s all hands on deck to make sure 
everyone gets their meals and practices social distancing. We are averaging close to 500 meals a 

day. Our meals served has risen about 50% since our area has been sheltering-in-place!  
We are committed to continue serving those experiencing homelessness during this uncertainty.  
Pray for us and especially our staff. They are working diligently to provide the best care while 

taking precautions to keep everyone safe.  

Update from the Huntington City Mission Social Media posts... 



 More ZOOM Opportunities  

One good outcome of this current covid-19 
dilemma is the thought that we have become 
more technically savvy. With that in mind the 
Christian Nurture committee is suggesting that 
we have a non-Sunday, Sunday school. Using 

Zoom as a means of getting together, the 
committee would suggest that we use the 

Common Lectionary scriptures for the week to 
study God’s word. Further that we use our 
computers and smart phones to check-in at 

7:00 pm on Monday nights to study the 
scriptures for the upcoming Sunday.  

 
The scriptures for the month are:  

 
April 5 – Isa. 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16;  
Philippians 2:2-11; Matt. 26:14 – 27:66 
April 12 – Acts 10:34-43; Psalm  118:1-2,  
14-24; 1 Cor. 3:1-4; John 20:1-18 
April 19 – Acts 2: 14a, 22-32; Psalm 16;  
1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
April 26 – Acts 2:14a, 36-41;  
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35  
 
Jim Musgrave is inviting you to a scheduled 
Zoom meeting for Monday nights. 
Topic: RLPC non-Sunday Bible Study  
Time: Apr 6, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time  
(US and Canada)  
Every week on Mon, until Apr 27, 2020,  
 4 occurrences 
        Apr 6, 2020 07:00 PM 
        Apr 13, 2020 07:00 PM 
        Apr 20, 2020 07:00 PM 
        Apr 27, 2020 07:00 PM 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/269379921?
pwd=by81Tzl5blgxYzBOTm1oQzMxTDRLZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 269 379 921 
Password: 955410 

While preparing for the virtual service, I 
looked at my calendar and realized that Easter 

was upon us and that we had not had a 
chance to communicate person to person dur-
ing this Lenten season. How we are changing 
in how we do church! Then it came to me – 
do each day of Holy Week on a Zoom hook-
up. We can read and discuss one or two of 
the passages for each day. What better way 

to get through that week?  
   
Holy Week Scripture study  
Monday—Isa 42:1-9; Ps 36:5-11,  
Heb 9:11-15, John 12:1-11 
Tuesday—Isa 49:1-7, Ps 71:1-14, 1 Cor 1:18
-31, John 12:20-36 
Wednesday—Isa 50:4-9a, Ps 70, Heb 12:1-
3, John 13:21-32 
Thursday—Ex 12:1-10, Ps 116:1-2,12-19, 1 
Cor 11:23-26, John 13:1-17,31b-35 
Friday—Isa 52:13-53:12, Ps 22, Heb 10:16-
25, John 18:1-19:42 
       
Jim Musgrave is inviting you to a scheduled 
Zoom meeting. 
Topic: Holy Week Monday 
Time: Apr 6, 2020 01:00 PM Eastern Time 
(US and Canada) 
        Every day, until Apr 10, 2020,  
 5 occurrences 
        Apr 6, 2020 01:00 PM 
        Apr 7, 2020 01:00 PM 
        Apr 8, 2020 01:00 PM 
        Apr 9, 2020 01:00 PM 
        Apr 10, 2020 01:00 PM 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/557254165?
pwd=cGlGSVRKcS9TbU5sMXNTK1VlbEdVUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 557 254 165 
Password: 222556 



 Holy Week in Highlawn and Online 

The Highlawn Alliance Faith Communities and FaithHealth Appalachia are joining together to 
present the Social Distance Holy Week Journey, followed by the Easter Journey. 

 
Scripture and Prayer Signs will be placed at various churches locations throughout Highlawn. 

The first station starts at Huntington First Church of the Nazarene. The journey can be 
walked or through driving the 2 mile loop. The Alliance and FaithHealth encourage social 

distancing during the journey.  
 

Signs will be up from April 5th- April 11th from 8:00a.m.-8:00p.m.  

Enslow Park Presbyterian Church is hosting a special online Holy Week Service. 
During this special week we will have each day a special guest delivery a beautiful message.  

All services will be online available on each day at noon. 
YouTube Page: Enslow Park Presbyterian Church EPPC  

Website: www.eppc72.wixsite.com/eppc/worship 

Money-Changer 
Monday 
Pastor John 
Yeager 
Enslow Park  
 
 
 

Tricky Tuesday 
Jake Sharp 
Master of Divinity 
student 
 
 
 
 

Spy Wednesday 
Rev. Dr. Dana  
Sutton 
HPC 
 
 
 
 

Maunday Thursday 
Pastor Jim  
Johnston 
Second Pres. 
 
 
 
 

Good Friday  
Pastor Dr. Pat  
Collier 
First Kenova Pres.  


