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Reflection from Your Interim Pastor – June 2021 

"An Embracing Hospitality" 
 

This will be my last Highterian reflection (June 20 will be my last 
Sunday as your Interim Pastor), and a part of me just wants to say, 
"Whew – what a ride it's been these past couple of years!" We were 
moving along pretty well in our mission study and transitional process 
when the storm of Covid rolled in, but after catching our collective breath 
and learning some new ways to be together, we continued to make    
difficult observations about the past/present and ask challenging     
questions about the future. And we continued seeking God's grace and 
guidance… and boy, did we need it maybe more than ever! 

One thing that has stood out to me during my time at Highlawn is 
the remarkable consistency with which you all have supported me and 
other staff members. Maybe you don't know how unusual that is… Last 
year, in particular, so many pastors faced expectations from church 
members whose anxiety about Covid got the best of them. I heard and 
read of so many "complaints" or "demands" placed on pastors who were 
already struggling to keep themselves, their families, and their church 
communities together. By contrast, I'd love to be able to share with you 
the number of notes, emails, and texts I received expressing              
appreciation for what we were doing at Highlawn, but I lost count! I'm 
guessing the biggest reason you have a history of long-term pastors is 
the supportive and encouraging atmosphere of "teamwork" that you 
have (whether consciously or otherwise) cultivated. I thank you for that 
gift, and for the ways that you helped restore my faith in congregations 
and congregational ministry. It was a privilege to be able to partner with 
you through an important transitional phase in the life of this community. 

Now it seems to me that you stand on the cusp of yet another 
phase, another chapter in the long and faithful life of this congregation. 
And there are moments in each of our individual lives and in the life of 
our community that stand out as moments of opportunity and possibility, 
when God's grace enables once "dry bones" to live again. I believe that's 
where Highlawn is at this time; looking at a rare opportunity to embrace 
change and diversity. This new phase needs – and has found – new and 
different leadership.  



 

I pray that your unfailing support and encouragement will 
continue throughout the life of Highlawn Presbyterian Church, 
and that you will even find new life and new mission          
opportunities in connection with your new pastor. One thing 
of which I am strongly convinced is that in order for God to 
be able to continue using any particular church community, 
that community must increasingly reflect the diversity of the 
world outside its doors – the world for which it exists. Please 
always remember that you – that the church – does not exist 
for its own sake, nor is it called to guard its survival. You are 
called to take risks and accept challenges that may change 
nearly everything about us… except one: the hospitality with 
which you welcome all those whom God sends your way.   

 

Faith, Hope, Love, 

Dana 
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"What is something that lifts your 
spirit, acting as a rainbow and        

restoring your hope?"  

        “Little children are the sign of hope”  

        “Family” 

      “ When I see or hear of someone or some group  

          does something good—large or small to help                 

          someone in need—whatever that might be.  Even        

          something as simple as making someone smile.         

           I always smile at the commercial with the          

          hopscotch and the little girls’ smile.” 

“When I’m feeling down or need something to lift my spirits—I connect with my kids and 

grandkids and remember how much love I’ve been blessed with in my life” 

“Time with my family/ People being kind, gracious and generous / Beauty / a loving God” 

“Whenever I work in my garden, I can feel God’s presence.  I see His love in a bird flying by 

and landing near me, a flower blooming that I hadn’t seen the day before, a beautiful    

sunset or the stars and moon at night.  He lets me know He will always be with me!” 

“Bluestone summer camp / friends and family / hiking” 

“By meditating on God—God’s presence.  I have the reassurance that indeed God does lift 

my spirit—really God’s spirit in me.  Sunshine / family get togethers / certain verses of 

Scripture” 

“Doing the work for which I have been called—nursing—is very fulfilling!” 

“Family / Nature / Friends / Church—worship, people / Music / Children” 

“The ending of the pandemic” 

“A rainbow appears when children and young people participate in worship.  Rainbows   

appear when acts of kindness are shown.  A rainbow appears when we gather to learn, 

pray and worship.” 

“Change we notice in someone who is having attitude troubles—and the changes for the 

brighter side.  Enjoying humor to lift all spirits.” 



Session Minutes 

Stated Session Meeting  

Highlawn Presbyterian Church  

April 22, 2021  

Electronic Meeting Via Zoom, 6:00 p.m.  

Present: Gary Baldwin, Pam Curtis, Mary Durstein, Jim Lamp, 
Larry Lapelle, Jim Musgrave, Debby Stoler, Charlie Woolcock  

Donna Myers – Clerk; Ann Schurman – Treasurer;                  
Sarah Specht – Christian Education  

Absent: Anne Myers, Amy Hatfield, Missy Obiozer       

The meeting was called to order by Rev. Dana Sutton,         
Moderator, and opened with prayer.  

Clerk’s Report  

There being a quorum present, the Agenda was approved.          
The minutes of the March 18 stated meeting were approved as distributed electronically.        
Pam Curtis has volunteered to attend the May 20 Presbytery Meeting. No correspondence.  

PNC Report:  

Carla Lapelle presented a report from the pastor nominating committee. Carla reported that the 
PNC has met 22 times and has had 100% attendance at 21 of the meetings. They have begun  
interviews via Zoom. They are interested in 3 candidates, one of whom was not interested in the 
position. The PNC will meet the other 2 candidates in person and observe a sermon before     
making any decisions.  

Treasurer’s Report  

The March financial report was received by the session electronically and Ann Schurman was 
available for questions – there were none at this time.  

Old Business:  

Pam Curtis has done an excellent job on updating the manual of operations and we are thankful 
for that. She has a few additional questions and will circulate those to the session for input.  

New Business:  

The session members who are set to go off session this year have indicated a willingness to    
continue for the time being – allowing the PNC committee to complete its work before selecting a 
nominating committee.  

Pam Curtis presented a possible new mission project – a Diaper Drive for Diaper Drop Charities. 
The church would collect diapers to provide clean diapers to underserved families in West Virginia. 
The session wholeheartedly agreed this would be a worthy endeavor. Debby Stoler will send an 
email to the congregation and information will be published in the bulletin. 



Committee Reports  

Christian Education:  

Sarah Specht reported that senior recognition will be May 16. Sarah will be gone May 31 – July 

23, attending Bluestone May 31 – July 11 and on vacation July 13 - 23. She will provide 
“Bluestone Sunday” information to Dana to consider.  

Congregational Care:  

Larry Lapelle reported that the committee will be meeting Monday and that they will continue to 
provide food to the homebound.  

Finance:  

The March financial report was distributed electronically, and Gary Baldwin was available for  
questions – there were none at this time. Gary moved on behalf of the finance committee to allow 
the committee to work with City National Bank to establish a vehicle for electronic donations to the 
church. The motion carried unanimously.  

Hospitality:  

No report.  

Mission:  

There was no report from the mission committee. Rory Chapman, Executive Director of         
FaithHealth Appalachia, attended and made a presentation of additional information for           
consideration regarding using the church van to transport patients who are ready to be discharged 
from a health facility, but do not have a ride. The project would need to be under the direction of 
Highlawn rather than FaithHealth for insurance coverage to apply. FaithHealth would provide   
drivers to Highlawn and Highlawn would perform background checks on the drivers and Highlawn 
would provide a point of contact to act as liaison. After Mr. Chapman’s presentation, the session 
referred this matter back to the mission committee for additional consideration.  

Personnel:  

Debby Stoler reported that she has met with the new secretary, Nan Price, and both are pleased 
with the fit.  

Property:  

It was reported that all emergency exit lights have been replaced.  

         Worship:                            
Jim Lamp reported that the return to in-person worship went well.  

                            Moderator’s Report:  

                           No report.  

NEXT MEETING:  

Our next meeting will be MAY 27, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. – IN PERSON –    
fellowship hall.   The meeting was closed with prayer.  

Respectfully submitted:  

s/Donna G. Myers  

Donna G. Myers, Clerk  



Be Mission Minded! 

Items still needed 

New                                                         Handmade                                                          

SOCKS and UNDERWEAR                   Pillow Cases               

School Supplies                                       Laundry Bags                

Dolls and Stuffed Animals                      Stockings                  

Action Figures and Matchbox Cars                             

Small toys for girls and boys                                    

Books & Coloring Books                       Gently Used                          

Pillows                                                    Small Luggage                 

Blankets                                                  Duffle Bags                   

Fabric                                                      Backpacks                         

                 Drawstring Bags     

                 Clothing—all sizes and ages 

                

The Children’s Home also    

welcomes donations of food 

pantry items, shoes, board 

games, art supplies and sports 

equipment 

Follow Harmony House and  

City Mission on Facebook— 

they often post needs.         

Harmony House accepts        

donations of books and DVD’s. 

Dress a Girl Around The World Appalachia 

Dress a Girl Around the World 
is sending dresses to a Mission 

project in Nicholas County, 
WV!                                     

The time frame is short.      

Dresses to be sent to   
Nicholas West Virginia are 

due  

June 23.   

of 

The Afternoon Presbyterian Women used their “Sonshine  

Fund” of $97 to purchase items for the Children’s Home.    

The items purchased were: 

28 pair of boy’s underwear                                                      

34 pair of girl’s underwear                                                          

9 cami’s 

Betty Thornton—Moderator 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes                           
— items need to be collected  by Oct 31.                                                



 

Diaper Update! 

I picked up the diapers from church today and counted a total of 1,901 diapers!!  Ellen        
estimates the donation at 15 cents a diaper, although that can be more expensive in the  
larger sizes.  But at that value, that’s $285.15 in diapers plus & $810.00 in cash and checks for 

a grand total of $1,095.15.         Way to go, HPC!!!             Thanks,  Mitzi Cyrus 

 Children’s Home Society of WV                                            

      “Grand-Families “                                                                       
The request is for household cleaning      
supplies, toiletries and paper goods, such as: 
Lysol spray, Dish soap, Laundry detergent,                    
Fabric softener, Dryer sheets, Hand Soap, 
Body Wash, Shampoo, Toothpaste, Toilet   
paper, Paper towels                                                                                                          
Checks can be made out to Children's Home 
Society with the memo "Grand Families" 

 These will be sent in early June, but collecting 
items is an ongoing project.  You can bring  
donations to the church any time, just label 
them Children's Home Society. 

   What a fantastic array of goodies 
and sweets were sent to the Mission 
on Sunday May23.  There were 
many cakes, cookies, some pies and 
cupcakes to be distributed by the 
staff with the meal they                  
prepared.  Thank you to everyone 
who sent desserts and supported 
this outreach activity.                                                     

  The City Mission is still not using 
their dining hall and it will probably 
be a few months before we know 
when they will return to regular    
serving. We have continued to send 
a monetary donation in lieu of our 
usual meals.  Thank you to all who 
have been faithful in the extra       
donations to support this activity.   

We may schedule another "Sweet 
Sunday" sometime this summer so 
keep watching for news in the future 
Highterians.               Ann S. 



June 6 Congregational Meeting/

Vote 

June 15     Family & Venture Camp 

June 17     Session                                            

 June 20    Father’s Day                              
      Last Sunday for               

             Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton                                       

June 22   Family & Venture Camp    

June 27    Pulpit Supply Guest:        

             Sallie Daugherty 

June 29           Family & Venture Camp   

July 4th    Guest Minister:                  

              Richard Mobayed                                                     

Birthdays for This Month 
 
6/01 Anne Myers 
6/2 Tim Dorey 
6/5      Linda Reynolds 
6/12    Jerry Browning 
6/23    Mike Barbera 
6/24    Ethan Lovejoy            
6/26    Paul Estler 
6/27    Bob Adkins 
6/27    Samuel Bauserman 
6/27    David Lapelle 
6/28    Kay Mobayed 
6/28   Jim Thornton 
6/30   Carolyn Callopi 
 
Birthdays for the Beginning  
of Next Month 
7/01  Barbara Boley 

7/03  Larry Lapelle                     

7/05     Peggy Noel                    

7/9       Carol Specht 

 

Youth Groups will not 
be meeting for     

summer.                  
Sarah will be at   

Bluestone until the 
end of July! 

 

The Family of Dortha Davis 

would like to express our 

gratitude for the beautifully 

made quiet throw and hat 

that was given to our Wife 

& Mother at Hospice House.  

We appreciate your 

thoughtfulness. 

To all who prepare and deliver the delicious meals: 

With warmest thoughts, this brings a note of        

gratitude your way, because your kindness meant 

much more than words could ever say.  Thank you 

from the bottom of our hearts!! 

Riley and Margie Stone 

A heartfelt thanks to the “Special 

Donors” who gave so generously to 

technology updates for the Church. 

So greatly appreciated! 



 

 What a Success!                                                                 

   

    

 

 



It was a full weekend for the Youth! 

First—Younger Youth Retreat in Charleston 

Next was Graduation Sunday 

And the weekend ended at Battlearium! 



Pentecost Creativity for the kids on next page! 




