
 Declaration of Pardon 
 Beloved of God, the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  
 It cannot be contained, but must be poured out.  
 Nothing you have done, nothing you will ever do 
 is enough to separate you from the love of God  
 made known in Jesus Christ.  
 I declare in the name of the risen Christ that our sin is forgiven 
 and our lives are made new.  

 Passing of the Peace 
 Share with one another the peace of Christ that seeks to enter every heart and mind.  
 (Please stand and greet each other with words of peace and compassion). 

 Children’s Message 

 Anthem                        "Grace"            Arr. Mark Hayes 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 God of life, by the power of your Spirit come to us now. 
 Plow our hearts with your living Word until we who are broken 
 become fertile with your love, for we long to bear fruit in a world 
 that is wasting. We pray in the name of Jesus, whose charge we bear. Amen. 

First Scripture Lesson:   1 Timothy 2:1-7    

Second Scripture Lesson:   Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Sermon             “Is There No Balm Here?”      Rev. Bonnie Boyce 

* Hymn           “There is a Balm in Gilead”     No. 792 

Affirmation of faith 
 In life and in death we belong to God. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully 
 human, fully God Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good   
 news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed  
 and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the 
 brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to 
 repent and believe the gospel. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and live holy  and joyful lives. 
 With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 
 death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

A People of Loving Hearts and  Helping Hands 
     * Those who are able, please stand for the parts of  

worship indicated with an asterisk 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude           “He Hideth My Soul”    William Kirkpatrick 

         Arr. Mark Hayes 
  He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, 
  That shadows a dry, thirsty land. 
  He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock, 
  And covers me there with his hand. 

* Call to Worship 
 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  
 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name;  
 deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake. 

* Hymn                “Oh, Lord, Our Lord”   No. 613   

    Call to Confession  
          If we say that we have no sin, 
 we deceive ourselves, 
 and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sin, 
 God who is faithful, washes us clean. 
 With one heart and voice, let us pray. 

    Prayer of Confession   
 Creator of the universe, casualty of our sin, breath of life, 
 we come trembling before you 
 for we have hoarded and bartered what has never been ours 
 in the hope of securing our future. 
 We have yearned for wealth more than we have yearned for you. 
 We have squandered your trust and grieved your heart 
 with our betrayal.  
 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name;  
 deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake. Amen. 
 (Please observe a moment of silent, personal confession)  
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The Offering of God’s People 

    Invitation to the Offering 

 God longs for us to bring everything that we are, everything that we have, 

 to this relationship; God loves us that much. 

 May the offerings we bring this day be tokens of our reciprocal desire. 

 

      Offertory   “There is a Balm in Gilead”  Arr. Mark Hayes 

   * Offertory Response    "Take My Life"    No. 697 v. 4  

   * Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 Gracious God, source of our daily bread and Sabbath trust, 

 you feed us with your love and equip us to share in your purpose.  

 Receive the offerings of our wounded spirits, our guarded purses, 

 our meager strength, and continue to expand our hearts,  

 until we live with the boldness and joy of Easter morning;  

 for we pray in the name of your son, Jesus,  

 and by the power of your Spirit.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People   

*  Hymn   “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”           No. 700 

* Charge and Blessing 

 May God bless you with anger: 

 At injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, so that you may work for 

 justice, freedom and peace. 

 May God bless you with tears: 

 To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war, so that you  may 

 reach out and comfort them to turn their pain to joy. 

 May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe you can make a 

 difference in the world, to do what others claim cannot be done to bring 

 justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. Amen.  

  


