
    Passing of the Peace 
 May peace always find a way into our hearts and our relationships.  
 Share that peace now with each other in the name of Christ our Lord.  

   Children’s Message      

   Responsive Reading                from Psalm 31 

 Leader: In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; 
 People: In your righteousness deliver me. Incline your ear to me; 
 rescue me speedily. 
 Leader: Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me. 
 People: Blessed be the Lord, for God has wondrously shown his 
 steadfast love to me when I was beset as a city under siege. 
 Leader: I had said in my alarm, “I am driven far from your sight.” 
 People: But you heard my supplications when I cried out to you for 
 help. 
 Leader: Love the Lord, all you his saints. 
 People: Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait 
 for the Lord. 

   Anthem         “As the Wind Song”        No. 292, FPC Lyres Club      

   Scripture                 Acts 6-8, selected verses 

    Sermon                        “Scattered”                      Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton 

 * Hymn       “We are Standing on Holy Ground”                        No. 406 

   Prayers of the People and for the Future of our Church  
       concluding with this modern interpretation of the Lord’s Prayer by Parker Palmer: 
 Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true 
 name. 
 We pray for your reign of peace to come; we pray that your good will 
 be done.  
 Let heaven and earth become one.  
 Give us this day the bread we need; give it to those who have none. 
 Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, from each one to each 
 one.          (continued) 

A People of Loving Hearts and  Helping Hands 
  Welcome and Announcements 

  Prelude            “Sweet Hour of Prayer”     FPC Lyres Club 

 *Call to Worship 
 Leader: The Spirit of God calls to us, 
 People: With sighs too deep for words. 
 Leader: The Spirit of God calls to us,  
 People: Claiming us, 
 Leader: Summoning us to become more than we now are. 
 People: Calling us by name: God’s children. 

 *Hymn                      “Morning Has Broken”             No. 664       

  Call to Confession  
          God is present to guide our journey and eager to forgive us when we go astray;      
          therefore, in humility and faith, let us confess our sins against God and neighbor:  

  Prayer of Confession             
 Unclutter our lives, Lord; we have too much, consume too much, expect 
 too much. 
 Grant us perspective to see this world through others’ eyes than just 
 our own. 
 Grant us compassion; where there is need, may we play our part and 
 not turn aside. 
 Grant us gratitude for what we have; our daily bread, the gift of life. 
 Unclutter our lives, Lord; give us space, simplicity, thankful hearts. 
 (Please observe a moment of silent, personal confession)  

   Assurance of Pardon   
 God has opened our ears and our hearts to know God’s love and forgiveness. 
 There is nothing we need to do other than love one another and love God, for 
 all things come from God’s love. Go forth knowing You have been forgiven and 
 You are restored to God. Live in the way of Christ.  Amen. 
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 Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days. 
 Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. For yours is the power and the 
 glory and the mercy:  
 Forever your name is All in One. Amen. 

 The Offering of God’s People 

*Offertory Response    “What Is the World Like”    No. 771, FPC Lyres Club 

*Prayer of Dedication 
   For the wondrous gift of life, we are thankful, O God. Your generous 
 outpouring of grace reminds us of the fruitful life we are called to bear.  
 May these gifts of time and labor, therefore, embody our desire to share  
 and contribute to your coming reign among us. Amen. 

 *Closing Hymn         “We All Are One in Mission”                     No. 733 

 * Benediction       From a blessing of Ring Lake Ranch 
    Holy One go with us wherever you may lead us. Guide us through the 
 wilderness; protect us from the storms. Lead us home rejoicing at the 
 wonders you have shown us; lead us home rejoicing once again unto our 
 door.  

  Postlude                          “Precious Lord”            FPC Lyres Club 

 
 

The FPC Lyres Club is a group of amateur folk harp players who are part of the  
Music Ministry at the First Presbyterian Church in Charleston, WV.   
They rehearse at FPC during the winter and do mission outreach at nursing  
homes, retirement homes, hospice, and for shut-ins during the summer.   
This morning marks their tenth annual worship service with their Highlawn  
church family.  


