
EASTER WORSHIP 

APRIL 4, 2021 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Prelude      How Great Thou Art (excerpts)                           by Carl Boberg 

                             Alanna Cushing                             arranged by Mark Hayes 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: This day is like every other day. 

All: Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed. Coffee was brewed. Weary bodies came to 

life. 

One: And yet this day, is like no other day— 

All: For the sun rose, and we knew it was a miracle. The tomb was empty, and they knew it 

was love. 

One: So again and again we say— 

All: The longest night is over. Death has lost its sting. Jesus is among us. Alleluia! Amen. 

One: Again and again and again—  

All: Alleluia! Amen. 

 

HYMN – Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna! (vss. 1 & 3) – No. 248 

1. Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! 

Celebrate this day of days. 

Christ is risen! Hush in wonder, 

all creation stand amazed. 

In the desert all surrounding, 

see, a spreading tree has grown. 

Healing leaves of grace abounding 

bring a taste of love unknown.  

 

3. Christ is risen! Earth and heaven 

nevermore shall be the same. 

Break the bread of new creation 

where the world is still in pain. 

Tell its grim, demonic chorus, 

“Christ is risen! Get you gone!” 

  

 

 



CALL TO CONFESSION 

Friends, had we been there that first Easter morning, it is likely that many of us would have been 

with the disciples – hiding out in fear, locked behind doors, alone with our thoughts in the upper 

room. I wish I could say that I would have gone with the women, that I would have been brave 

and determined. I wish I could say that I would have held onto my faith, But the truth is, we’ll 

never know. What I do know is that Jesus came back for all of us – not the few who had 

maintained faith or the few who stayed with him until the end. He came back for the broken and 

the afraid, for the cowardly and the greedy, for the women in the garden, and for the disciples 

hiding in the upper room. He came back for those who betrayed him and those who worshiped 

him. He came back for you and for me. So join me in the prayer of confession, knowing that no 

matter where we are on the spectrum of faith, Jesus lived, loved, and returned for us.  

Let us pray. . . 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Beloved Community, before God and before you, my family, I confess: I have seen the sun 

rise and withheld my praise. I have seen my neighbor suffer and withheld my aid. I have seen 

love extended and chosen to walk away. I have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain 

unfazed. 

All: We hear you. We see you. You are forgiven. God’s love is like the sun. No matter how 

lost we are in the night, day after day, the light will find you. Rest easy. You are held in 

God’s warmth. 

One: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

All: Now we must pray. Beloved friend, before God and before each other, we confess: We 

have seen the sun rise and withheld our praise. We have seen our neighbors suffer and 

have withheld our aid. We have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. We have seen 

divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. 

One: I hear you. I see you. You are forgiven. God’s love is like the sun. No matter how lost we 

are in the night, Day after day, the light will find you. Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST – We will do this from our pews/seats.  

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN AND THE YOUNG-AT-HEART 

 Sarah Specht – Director of Christian Education 

 

ANTHEM –   "Risen Indeed!  Joseph M. Martin 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

There are a million ways that you speak to us, God of the garden and God of the empty tomb. 

You speak to us in rituals, both formal and organic – In drops of water on foreheads, in vows 

said at the altar, through pieces of bread dipped in ordinary wine, and through shared candlelight 

on Christmas Eve. You speak to us in nature – your artistry showing up in starry nights, in the 

smell of pine, in rushing water and in most every sunrise. You speak to us through our 

relationships – the comfort of a loved one, the laughter of our friends, the security of those who 

support us and cheer us on. You speak to us in so many ways, and we are grateful for them all. 

However today, we just need one. That would be enough. So lean down and breathe life into 

these sacred texts. 

We are craving to hear your word like never before. We are craving to understand, to see 

ourselves in the story. We are craving proximity to you. There are a million ways that you speak 

to us. Today, we just need one. With hearts full of gratitude we pray. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 16: 1-8 

 

EASTER MESSAGE – Sunrise                                                          Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC – Solo – "I Know That My Redeemer Liveth" (from The Messiah by 

G.F. Handel) – Hillary Herold, soprano 

 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 

 INVITATION 

 PRAYER  

SHARING THE ELEMENTS (If you forgot to pick up a communion kit, we'll ask an 

usher to bring one to you). 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We know the fear of the upper room. We know the feeling of hard days and long nights. 

We know the grief of the tomb, And the particular ache of saying goodbye. We know the 

pain of Good Friday, and we know the darkness before dawn.  

And still…  

And still we believe. We believe that again and again, the sun will rise. 

Again and again, God will draw near. 

Again and again, we will march toward justice. 

Again and again, the tomb will be empty. 

Again and again, love will win. 

Again and again, God will lead the church. 



Again and again, and again and again, we will be loved. The journey will not be perfect. 

We will need to rise before dawn. We will need angels along the way. But again and again, 

the sun will rise. We believe. Amen. 

 

HYMN –                    “Christ is Alive”                                               (vss. 1 & 5) – No. 246 

1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.  
  

5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring  

good news to this and every age, 

Till earth and sky and ocean ring  

with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

(Following the benediction, ushers will dismiss by rows. With apologies, the pastor will not greet 

at the door. Please practice safe distancing for a few more weeks!) 

 

 

  

The Promise                   

(Easter Sunrise) 

 

By Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

Inspired by Mark 16:1-8  
Part of the “Again & 

Again” Series 

  

 



 



 
 

 

 



 


