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  * Passing of the Peace 
 Let’s celebrate forgiveness and new possibilities by greeting each other with 
 words of peace and welcome.   
 (Please stand and share God’s peace as you feel led). 
 

   Children’s Message   
    

   Anthem         “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”     Setting by Harold M. Best  
     

   Scripture                 Matthew 4:1-11 

 

  Sermon                                “Shortcuts”                    Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton 

  * Hymn                 “When We Are Tested”     No. 783 

  The Offering of God’s People 
 *Offertory Response 
 *Prayer of Dedication 
  Almighty God, who made us who we are, we offer all of ourselves to 
  You. Take our talents, our energy and our joy, and use us to share  
  Your love. Take our mistakes, our regrets and our pain, and use us to 
  bring Your healing. Magnify the gifts we offer before You today, to  
  spread Your peace in the world. Amen. 

 
  Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer   
  (The Lord’s Prayer is found on p. 35 in the hymnal).  
 

  * Hymn                       “Seek Ye First”                No. 175

  

  * Blessing  
 Holy One go with us, wherever you may lead us. Guide us through the 
 wilderness, protect us from the storm. Lead us home rejoicing at the 
 wonders you have shown us. Lead us home rejoicing once again unto our 
 door. Amen. (A blessing from Ring Lake Ranch retreat center). 
 

  * Choral Response 
  

A People of Loving Hearts  and Helping Hands Those who are able, please stand for the parts of  
worship indicated with an asterisk.  

The congregation is asked to read the bold text in the liturgy.  

   Welcome and Announcements 

   Prelude     

  * Call to Worship   

 O God, you called us by name to come, and we respond with delight and 

 gladness 

 In joyful obedience, we come to worship our God.  

 Rising out of the depths of despair, we gratefully gather for worship. 

 In joyful hope, we come to worship our loving God. 

 Our God had given us a new song of praise to sing to our Awesome God! 

 In joyful trust, we come to worship our God. Amen. 

    

  * Hymn  “Oh Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High”        No. 618 

   Invitation to Confession 
 Happy are those whose sin is forgiven, who no longer suffer in silence, but name 
 their sin and seek God’s grace. Let us confess our sin. 
 
 

   Prayer of Confession (unison)  
 Lord God, you know the ways of good and evil. You know the things 
 that tempt us and the things that give us life. You know our nakedness,  
 and you know our sin. We confess that we have disobeyed your word, 
 denying your providence and care and relying on our own cleverness.  
 Have mercy on us, we pray: cover us with your grace, feed us with the 
 bread of life, and re-create us in your image; through Jesus Christ our 
 Savior. (Please observe a moment of silent, personal confession)  
 

   Assurance of Pardon 
 Happy are those whose sin is forgiven! Be glad in the Lord and shout for joy: in 
 Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 


