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A Note from the Pastor 

In an attempt to be faithful to both the coming season of Advent (one of my 

favorite times in the life of the church), and also to continue giving attention to 

the unique work of the church during transition times, I’m going to split this 

article… hope that isn’t too confusing (for you or me!). 

  

Part 1: This month’s ―Focus Point for Transitional Ministry‖ is that of exploring 

and strengthening our congregational connections – our local and denominational 

partnerships and resources. The Presbyterian Church has long called itself a 

―connectional church,‖ one that is proud of and strengthened by the connections 

of congregation to congregation, of congregation to PCUSA entities (Presbytery, 

Synod, the whole denomination), and of connections to local agencies, service 

organizations, businesses, hospitals, etc.  As evidenced by participation in last 

night’s Highlawn Community Thanksgiving service, members of HPC feel 

connected to their neighborhood and to their fellow churches (I love that the 

offering went to help students at Highlawn Elementary). With the start of the new 

Faith-Health Appalachia program (directed by Rev. Dr. Jana Stoner), the Highlawn 

community has added a significant new partner, one which offers HPC new 

mission opportunities and resources. I’m also looking right now at a Christmas Eve 

service that Sarah borrowed from the Presbytery of WV Resource Center, and the 

Presbytery has created a new grant for congregations who want to try new 

ministry programs – two examples of the benefits we gain from our Presbyterian 

connections. (Several Huntington-area churches – including folks from HPC – are 

also looking for ways to share resources/programs). 

  

Our recently-formed Vision Team will be looking for ways to use and strengthen 

these connections as we seek guidance and inspiration – a renewed sense of 

God’s call for the future. 

 

Now part 2: How do we keep Advent from being just another ―Christmas special 

repeat?‖ (Nothing against repeats… I think I’ve seen ―Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer‖ every year since age 5, when the ―Bumble‖ scared me out of the 

room!). When our kids were young, we had a daily Advent calendar that included 

a short reading and a small gift (like a lunch-treat or Hot Wheels car), but time for 

quieter reflection was harder to come by! 



Lots of us may actually have more quiet time than we’d like, but why not spend some of that time 

during Advent in reading, reflection and prayer? For those reading this at home on computer, here 

is a link to a free devotional created by Pittsburgh Theological Seminary faculty: Advent Devotional.  

There are a limited number of printed copies available at church (and if we run out, please ask for 

more!). Accessing it online also gives you the options to listen or to receive daily emails. 

Here is a question you might keep in your heart and mind as you reflect in whatever ways seem 

best to you during this season: What are some ways we at Highlawn Presbyterian Church might 

prepare ourselves to experience Christ’s presence and call in new ways, not only during Advent, but 

in the coming year as we live into this transitional time? 

Despite whatever adversity you may face at this time, ―may your joy be complete‖ as you 

experience Christ’s presence in the season and in our world! 

Peace, Dana 

Joy Gift Dinner Sunday, 
December 15 — 5:30 PM 
(Meat, bread, and drinks are 

provided.  Please bring a side dish 
and/or dessert to share if you can.)  

 
The evening will begin with the 

Youth Christmas Play at 5:30 PM in 
the Sanctuary.  We ask that you 

bring your side dish to the kitchen/
Fellowship Hall and then go to the 
Sanctuary.  After the performance 

we will receive the Joy Gift Offering, 
bless our food and move to the 

Fellowship Hall for dinner.   
Invite your family and friends to 

come and share in a time of 
fellowship as we gather to celebrate 

the gifts of Christmas with one 
another. 

http://www.pts.edu/devotional


Fellowship Time 

Let’s get to know each 
other a little better! In 

between Sunday 
School and Worship, 

we would like to invite 
you to the Fellowship 
Hall for a treat and a 
cup of coffee while 

getting to know your 
neighbor a little better.  

Sunday Mornings,  
10:30-11:00am 

December Greeter Schedule 

Dec. 1 Sam Bauserman 

Dec. 8          Connie Musgrave 

Dec. 15 Ashley Thompson & Lakin 

Dec. 22 Eva Kennedy & Family 

Dec. 29 Jim & Pam Curtis      

God Loves Me 
Birth—4 years old 
Taught by: Denise 
Parks 
Room : Nursery, 104 
 
All Together Now 
Kindergarten  - 3rd 
Grade 
Taught by: Emily 
Franks 
Room 208 
 
I Know My Bible 
4th  - 6th Grade   
Taught by Anna 
Laura Dorey 
Room 204 
 
 

Milestones, 
Connecting  
God’s Word for Life 
7th  - High School 
Taught by Sarah 
Specht Room 202 
 
6 Themes in 
Jeremiah Everyone 
Should Know 
Adults 
Taught by Carla 
Lapelle 
Room  108 
 
 

One Year Daily Acts 
of Kindness 
Young Adults 
Library, Room 102 
 
Bible Topics— 
Adults 
Taught by Richard 
Mobayed and Guest 
Speakers 
Room 101 

Sunday School Opportunities  

-Coffee and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall  
following Sunday School  

Session meeting December 12 @ 6pm 

No Wednesday night dinner/
services  on December 25, and 
January 1 due to the holidays.  



Birthdays for  
This Month 
 
12/02    Brian Specht 
12/03    Janet Harbour 
12/04    Max Specht 
12/07    Debby Stoler 
12/10    Tiarra Jones 
12/10    Ben Blackman 
12/11    Colin Franks 
12/13    Richard Mobayed 
12/14    Lou Capaldini 
12/21    Isaac Specht 
12/25    Nancy Estler 
12/27    Shawn Bragan 
12/29    Elwood Beegle 
12/29    Jack Blackman 
12/29    Tara Barbera 
12/29    Ann Schurman 

 

Birthdays for The                    

Beginning of Next Month 

1/02       Nancy Weider 
1/02    Gary Baldwin 
1/06    Mitzi Wilson 
1/07       Mike Wilson 
 

Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dana Sutton 

Cell: 304-730-0640 
Email:  

dwsutton@gmail.com 

 

Christian Educator 
Sarah Specht 

Cell:  304-690-6667 
Email:  

sarahb43215@ 
yahoo.com 

 

Choir Director 
David Chenoweth 

Cell: 304-617-1097 
Email: 

davidchenoweth79@ 
gmail.com 

 

Organist 
Alanna Cushing 

Cell: 304-549-7636 
Email:  

a-cushing@ 
hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Jennifer Chapman 
Cell: 304-417-2758 

Email:  
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Sexton 
Paul Smith 

Cell:  304-412-9632 
 

OFFICE INFO 

 

Phone 
304-522-1676 

 

Email: 
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

10:00am-2:00pm 

Listen to Sermons  
Online 

 

If you would like to hear the 
sermon for a certain Sunday, 
they are available on our 
website.  Just click on the 
“Sermon” tab and select the 
date you wish to listen to. 

Dec. 1    Hanging of the Greens & 

  Hot dog lunch 

Dec. 5    Evening Circle Christmas  

  Dinner 

Dec. 7   Showing of The Bishop’s 

  Wife 

Dec. 12  Day and Evening Circles 

Dec. 12  Session  

Dec. 15  Joy Gift Dinner 

Dec. 16  Renaissance Concert 

Dec. 18  Cookies, Crocks & Carols 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Service  

Dec. 25  Christmas 

Dec. 29  Fellowship Breakfast  

Dec. 31  New Years Eve 

 HIGHTERIAN  



 

Salvation Army Stocking Stuffer Ideas 
We have hand-made stockings in the Fellowship Hall. Help by taking  

one to fill or donating items for filling the stockings.  
Please include only new, unwrapped items small enough to fit in a stocking.  

Please do not include personal letters or pictures. 

Baby 
 

Sippy cups, Bottles 
Hats, Socks 
Toys, Books 

Blankets, Pacifiers 
Small Stuffed Animal 
Baby Wash, Wipes 

Towel and Wash Cloths 
 
 

School Supplies 
 

Pencils, Erasers, Sharpener 
Pencil Case, Safety Scissors 

Crayons, Colored Pencils 
Markers, Pens, Glue Sticks 
Coloring Book, Flash Cards 
Stickers, Self-Inking Stamps 

Books, Board Books 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal 
 

Comb, Brush 
Bar Soap and Washcloth 

Toothbrush and Toothpaste 
Socks, Gloves, Hat 

Water Bottle 
Purse, Jewelry, Watch 
Hair Ribbons, Bows 

Headbands 
Lip Gloss 
Flashlight 

 
 

Small Toys and Balls 
 

Doll, Stuffed Animal 
Small Cars and Trucks 

Slinky, Yoyo 
Bubbles, Play Doh 

Jump Rope 
Jigsaw Puzzles 
Card Games 

Legos 
Miniature Board Games 

Finger Puppets 
Craft Kits 

Due date : Dec. 12 
It’s not too late! Pick up a 

stocking   



I have long been an advocate for adult education.  

 

Someone once said, “We are what we read and study,” which leads me to a recent 

article in Christian Century. “In 1885,  German psychologist Hermann Ebbinghaus 

reported on his study of „memory‟ that we tend to forget newly acquired knowledge.” 

Going further he reports, our rate of forgetting has its deepest declined in the first 

hours, leveling off after the first day.  

 

Considering a worshipper‟s lack of participation in the Sunday church school‟s education program then, it 

seems to me, the forgetting curve is always in play and radically alters knowledge. And, frankly, the 

sermon, generally, is not a period for education but for the worship of God. If anything, the cumulative 

effect of regular study with others, not only results in “education” but forms us into a particular kind of 

people whose spirit can last a lifetime.  

 

Earlier, during the summer period when our decision was to limit participation in church activities, I 

began to envision a program to widen the scope of adult education here at HPC. I thought it might be 

helpful if we were to offer classes where the subject was not directly a biblical text. I thought it might be 

helpful to invite a variety of speakers, whether church member or no, to offer a brief reading or lecture 

from their interest or expertise. I believe I accomplished what I set out to do. That is, to suggest a 

partnership program with the Sunday hour for worship. Study and worship combined, I believe, enlarges 

the way we think and act and perceive one another and the Father who calls us.  

 

Ebbinghaus suggested that 95 percent of what we read (or hear) is forgotten or lost within hours or days. 

Ouch! But this does not mean promoting a Sunday church school variety program is a waster of time. I 

believe the very habit of our meeting together enlarges our view of the world, as well as the God who 

calls out to us daily.  

 

To close, I direct your attention to one of my favorite stories in the Bible: Luke 5:4-5. It‟s a story 

illustrative of the way God causes us to consider human hesitancy or practices. A story that closes on the 

Twelve being reborn into a larger world of freedom to act. Jesus says, “Launch out into the deep with 

me.”  

 

In other words, the Lord was suggesting they throw their nets over the other side of the boat, backhanded 

as it were. Simon Peter, as usual, resists doing something different, “We toiled all night and have caught 

nothing.” Jesus responds, “Then try my way, duh!” Reluctantly, they do and are amazed at the results. 

 

The point, I believe, through Jesus Christ, greater possibilities are available.  

 

So, too, when believers study together.  

 

It remains to be seen what our next installed pastor believes about adult education in the church’s 

program . 

 

 

Richard Mobayed 

 A note from Richard 





 HPC on 

Join us in collecting and preparing snacks for 
the Hospice House in Huntington. We can 

use things like individually packaged snacks 
like cereal bars, Pop Tarts, pudding cups, 
fruit cups, small bags of cookies, pretzels, 
chips, etc. The snacks are assembled and 

taken to Hospice House on the first and third 
Sunday of each month.  

Lunch for a Buck 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 3rd  
 

We need salads, desserts, side dishes. 
 We are doing ham sliders and other 

sandwiches. See the sign-up sheets near 
the kitchen and the church foyer. We will 

meet at the church at 10am.  

We have a generous supply of pillows 
now, but we are short of our goal of 80 
pillow cases. We have pillow case kits to 
sew on the table with the stocking tree.  

 
If sewing isn’t your thing, but you would 
like to contribute, you can purchase a 

pillow case or two, or buy pre-cut  
pre-packaged yards of fabric at Walmart. 

These are very easy for our sewers to 
turn into pillow cases.  

Pillow Case Project  

Reminder 
 

We will not be filling Snacks-In-Packs or 
serving the City Mission Dinner during the 

month of December.  



These boxes are no longer empty! HPC filled so many  
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. 

 We will update you on the official number of boxes sent. 
Thank you for what you’ve done!  

We sent 70 dresses to a ―Dress a Girl Around the World‖ ambassador. Ambassadors find missions 
going to areas in need and have them take the dresses in person. When Judy Donley of Liberty 

Township, Ohio received our shipment, she responded with this… 
 

 ―WOW, what a blessing. I received the dresses and they are beautiful. Please hug each lady 
 for me and thank them so very much. How many little girls will be blessed because of your 

 group. I will be sending some of them to Uganda where the need there is great . . .  
 Blessings to you and the ladies for serving and giving back in this way.‖  

 
Judy made some suggestions for the next time we make dresses. She also asks that we pray for 
her as she makes a decision about going to Guatemala next year and would love to take dresses 

with her. Thank you to everyone who supported this mission. We hope to continue  
making dresses after the first of the year.  

As you may know by now, 
Elizabeth Estler passed away 
peacefully on September 29, 
shortly after celebrating her 

birthday surrounded by family 
and friends. There was a 

memorial service in Pompano 
Beach, Florida where she 

resided. The family invites friends 
to join us to reminisce about Liz 

at an Open House Reception 
here at HPC in the Fellowship 
Hall on Saturday, December 

14, from 11am to 1pm.   



Women’s Fellowship  
The study this year is on the Ten 

Commandments.  
There are two times to attend; 
pick whatever time is best for 
you—either 1pm or 6:30pm.  

Both meet in the Fellowship Hall. 
All women of the church are 

welcome to attend.  

Lesson 4 
 

Words of Love: Honor the Life-givers 
The Fifth Word 

  
Scripture: Exodus 20:12 and Luke 9:57-62  
Purpose: The purpose of Lesson Four is to 

explore the gift of life and our responsibility 
to those who bring us to life.  

of 

PW One O’Clock Circle— 
December 12, 2019 

Thursday, at 1:00 pm 
Christmas Lunch and Christmas Card Exchange 

 

PW Evening Circle— 
December 5, 2019 

Thursday, at 6:00 pm 
Evening Circle Christmas Dinner at the home of 

Pam Curtis 

Nov. 27   No Wednesday Night Dinner 
Nov. 28   Thanksgiving 
Dec. 1     Hanging of the Greens & Hot Dog Lunch 
Dec. 5     Evening Circle Christmas Dinner 
Dec. 12   Day Circle Christmas Lunch 
Dec. 15   Joy Gift Dinner  - 5:30pm - Meat, rolls, and 
  drinks provided. Bring a side dish to  
  share. If you cannot bring a dish,  
  please bring yourself!  Rides are  
  available! Circles and Hospitality  
  Committee will work together on this 
  event.  Set-up after Worship, Roast the 
  meat, Serve and clean-up  
Dec. 16   Renaissance Concert and Reception—7:30—
  Please  contact Pam if you can bring  
  cookies, candy, bars or fudge (nothing 
  that requires a fork!) 
Dec. 18    Crocks, cookies & Carols at 6pm 
Dec. 22    Youth will be selling Christmas goodies. If 
  you would like to help the cause by  
  contributing to ingredients, they could 
  use pretzel rods, semi-sweet chocolate 
  chips, powdered sugar, Rice Chex  
  cereal, Creamy peanut Butter, Holiday 
  Sprinkles. All proceeds will go to camp 
  expenses.  
Dec. 24    Christmas Eve Service 
Dec. 25    No Wednesday Dinner 
Dec. 29    Christmas Breakfast at 10am—No Sunday 
  School—Please bring a breakfast item 
  to share coffee and juice provided 
Jan. 1      No Wednesday Dinner 
 
Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas! 

December 



Showing of “The 
Bishop’s Wife” will 

be in the Fellowship 
Hall at 1pm on 

Saturday, Dec. 7.  
Hope to see you 

there! 

On Dec. 10 at 6:30pm at the Woodlands 
Retirement Center, the League of Women Voters 

will host a meeting on Election Laws. 
Representatives from the Cabell County Clerk’s 
Office and the West Virginia Secretary of State’s 
office will answer questions concerning election 
laws in West Virginia. Some of the topics include 
campaign finance rules, purging the registration 

rolls, protection from intervention in our elections 
by foreign parties, and more. The League 

encourages all voters to know our lection laws and 
what measures have been taken to protect our 

ballots. The meeting is open to everyone.  
For further information, contact Betty Barrett at 

304-638-5909 

Protect Your Vote 



 

Join Us! 
 

HPC Youth Group for Middle  
School and High School will be  

from 5pm—6:30 pm.  
Hope to see you! 

 

The youth group would like to ask you 
for some snack donations— 

their oddly specific list is as follows:  
 

Rice Krispie Treats 
Chips and Salsa 

Dino Chicken Nuggets 
Fries 

Chicken Fries 
Toaster Strudels 

Gusher Fruit Snacks 
 

If you would like to donate, please give them to 
Sarah Specht or place them in the basement 
kitchen so we know it’s for the youth and not 

something else. Thanks so much! 

Joy Gift Dinner will be December 15, 
which means we need to start  

practicing for our play!  
 

We will practice during Sunday School 
on Dec. 1 and 8, and during Wednesday 

night dinner, Dec. 11.  

Youth Christmas Play Wednesday, Dec. 4, we will be 
making gifts to take to our shut-ins, 
so be sure to come so you can help 

spread some Christmas cheer! 

Youth Christmas Project  



 
SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
Sunday, December 29— 10:00 AM 

No Sunday School — Worship Service Only 
 

Bring a breakfast casserole or coffee cake/pastry to share as we enjoy  
breakfast together before worship.  

COOKIES, CROCKS, & CAROLS 
Wednesday, December 18 — 6:00 PM 

 
(Bring soup, chili, and/or dessert to share.) 
Come share soups, chili, and desserts while 
also enjoying Christmas music and cheer.   
Let’s sing carols and celebrate the holiday 

season together!   

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Tuesday, December 24 — 7:00 PM 

 
A Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of 

Lessons and Carols 


