
January 2020 
Highlawn Presbyterian  

A Note from the Pastor 

 Although I’m writing this a week before Christmas Eve, I’d like to wish you all a Joy-Filled 

New Year! Often, beginning a New Year means looking back at the one just ended, or even farther 

back. Nostalgia, “a wistful desire to return in thought or in fact to a former time in one's life, to one's 

home or homeland, or to one's family and friends,” is a nice place to visit occasionally. We are who 

we are and we value what we value because of our past and the people and places who were at the 

center of our lives. To the extent that we see our lives also as a “faith journey,” it’s important to 

know where we have been and how we’ve perceived God’s presence and guidance at different stages 

of our lives. I talked previously in a Highterian article about the need to understand and value the 

history of Highlawn Presbyterian Church at all times, but especially during this transitional time. 

Most congregations are better at doing that than they are with the last of the 5 Focus Points for 

Transitional Ministry - “Committing to the Future.” 

 While the past still feels tangible or accessible because it happened to us, the future is 

mysterious, unpredictable, and frankly – especially if you pay much attention to science fiction books 

or movies – pretty scary! To be honest, it’s not just science fiction, but actual science – climate, 

environmental, biological – that paints a somewhat frightening portrait of the most likely scenarios 

for our world. The picture doesn’t necessarily look much brighter for many congregations. But just as 

the calendar moves to a new year regardless of whether it takes us months to remember what year it 

is, so the church commits to the future regardless of its confidence or lack of clarity about what the 

future may hold. Because what we commit to is not our future, really. It never was… The church 

has always existed: 

for the sake of God’s people in need now and, 

for the sake of God’s future – which, as Paul suggests in 1st Corinthians 13, “we see only 

dimly, as in a mirror.” 

While truly committing to the future has always been challenging for the church, this age of 

decreasing religious involvement in our culture raises the distinct possibility that any particular 

congregation may eventually run out of money and/or members. I have sought to speak plainly and 

honestly with you since I arrived, and I’ll tell you that Highlawn Presbyterian is no different from 

other churches in this regard. And that is a very painful possibility to contemplate. But the future of 

this or any other congregation was never guaranteed; the only thing promised was God’s continued 

presence, not ours. 

 All of this is not to suggest that there isn’t a future for HPC, that there aren’t many years left 

of ministry in and for this community. Highlawn may yet experience a future of its most successful 

ministry ever – depending on how you measure “success.” It’s easy, but not always helpful, to 

measure it in terms of members and dollars. It’s harder, but maybe more theologically sound, to 

measure success in terms of “faithfulness.” And staying faithful as a congregation in the midst of a 

storm is a lot harder than on a gentle spring day! And during such a storm, it can also be powerful to 

recall that the church’s future has never belonged to its members, no matter how dynamic, generous, 

thoughtful, or warm-spirited (and HPC is all of those things!). The future to which we commit – if 

we are willing to take on that challenge – is God’s future. Our anxiety will not help us reach it. Even 

our best and brightest thinking and planning can only prepare us to perceive possibilities to serve, 

not to survive. 

 There is hope here, my friends. The psalmist affirms it: “And now, O Lord, what do I wait 

for? My hope is in you.” If we’re honest, that’s all we’ve ever really had. Or needed. Amen? 



Dear church family, 
 

Thank you so much for the generosity 
and kindness you have shown to us 

this Christmas season.  
We are so grateful, both for the gift 

and for the blessing to be part of such 
a loving people.  

You are a blessing. 
   

Your Church Staff 
Sarah, David, Alanna, Jennifer & Paul 

Dear Sarah, 
 

I want to thank you and other 
members for the thoughtful 
holiday greetings and notes.  

 
My best wishes to each of you. 

 
Riley Stone 

Many thanks to Pam Curtis, for 
graciously having our Night Bible study 

meeting at her home in December. 
Everyone enjoyed the fellowship, 

covered dish dinner and the Curtis’ 
beautifully decorated home. Also, 

thanks for all the decorating of the 
church and those that helped you. May 

you have a very Happy and Healthy 
New Year.  

 
Joanne Yingling 

Dear Highlawn Presbyterian, 
 

Thank you so much for the 
generosity and kindness you 

have shown, both individually 
and as a church body, to me. 

What a loving family this 
congregation is! 

 
You all have been so kind and 
welcoming to me this year as I 
am learning and I can’t thank 

you enough.  
 

Jennifer Chapman 
 
 



Fellowship Time 

Let’s get to know each 
other a little better! In 

between Sunday 
School and Worship, 

we would like to invite 
you to the Fellowship 
Hall for a treat and a 
cup of coffee while 

getting to know your 
neighbor a little better.  

Sunday Mornings,  
10:30-11:00am 

January Greeter Schedule 

Jan. 5   Gary & Neva Baldwin 

Jan. 12        Nancy & Paul Estler 

Jan. 19 Howard & Marcia Aulick 

Jan. 26 Isaac & Emily Meyers 

 

God Loves Me 
Birth—4 years old 
Taught by: Denise 
Parks 
Room : Nursery, 104 
 
All Together Now 
Kindergarten  - 3rd 
Grade 
Taught by: Emily 
Franks 
Room 208 
 
I Know My Bible 
4th  - 6th Grade   
Taught by Anna 
Laura Dorey 
Room 204 
 
 

Milestones, 
Connecting  
God’s Word for Life 
7th  - High School 
Taught by Sarah 
Specht Room 202 
 
6 Themes in 
Jeremiah Everyone 
Should Know 
Adults 
Taught by Carla 
Lapelle 
Room  108 
 
 

One Year Daily Acts 
of Kindness 
Young Adults 
Library, Room 102 
 
 

Sunday School Opportunities  

-Coffee and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall  
following Sunday School  

Session meeting January  16@ 6pm 

2020 Nurturing Faith Ideas  
from the Nurture Committee of the Presbytery  

January 5—Read Matthew 2:1-12 Epiphany of the Lord 
January 12—Read Matthew 3:13-17  Baptism of the Lord 

January 19—Read John 1:29-42 
January 26—Read Matthew 4:12-23 



Birthdays for  
This Month 
 

1/02   Nancy Weider 
1/02 Gary Baldwin 
1/06 Mitzi Wilson 
1/07   Mike Wilson 
1/11 Mary Beth Biederman 
1/11 Avery Morgan 
1/13 Richard McLeod 
1/18 Jenny New 
1/18 Marion McCray 
1/20 Neva Baldwin 
1/21 Anna Laura Dorey 

 

Birthdays for The                    

Beginning of Next Month 

 
2/02 Jane Hastings 
2/04 Lois DeMattie 
2/05 Lexie Thompson 
2/07 John Justice 
2/08 Claire Curtis 
 
 

Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dana Sutton 

Cell: 304-730-0640 
Email:  

dwsutton@gmail.com 

 

Christian Educator 
Sarah Specht 

Cell:  304-690-6667 
Email:  

sarahb43215@ 
yahoo.com 

 

Choir Director 
David Chenoweth 

Cell: 304-617-1097 
Email: 

davidchenoweth79@ 
gmail.com 

 

Organist 
Alanna Cushing 

Cell: 304-549-7636 
Email:  

a-cushing@ 
hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Jennifer Chapman 
Cell: 304-417-2758 

Email:  
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Sexton 
Paul Smith 

Cell:  304-412-9632 
 

OFFICE INFO 

 

Phone 
304-522-1676 

 

Email: 
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

10:00am-2:00pm 

Listen to Sermons  
Online 

 

If you would like to hear the 
sermon for a certain Sunday, 
they are available on our 
website.  Just click on the 
“Sermon” tab and select the 
date you wish to listen to. 

Jan 1 Office Closed  

Jan 5 Epiphany  

Jan 9 Circles 

Jan 19 City Mission 

Jan 31 Snacks In Packs 

 HIGHTERIAN  

Highlawn Presbyterian Church 

WINTER WEATHER POLICY 
 

WEEKDAYS: 
If Cabell County Schools are closed or 

released early due to  
inclement weather, ALL activities for that day 

will be cancelled.  
(Dinner, Bible Studies, Choir Rehearsal, etc.)   

 
SUNDAY: 

Should inclement weather occur on a Sunday 
morning— 

Sunday School will be cancelled 
and  

if Worship should need to be cancelled,  
we will work to inform everyone. 

 
We will also try to post any schedule changes on 
the HPC website (www.highlawnpc.org) and 

HPC facebook page.   



Join Us! 
 

HPC Youth Group for Middle  
School and High School will be  

Sunday evenings 
from 5pm—6:30 pm.  

Hope to see you! 

Women’s Fellowship  
The study this year is on the Ten Commandments.  

There are two times to attend; pick whatever time is 
best for you—either 1pm or 6:30pm.  

Both meet in the Fellowship Hall. All women of the 
church are welcome to attend.  

 
Words of Love: Don’t Kill Each Other 

The Sixth Word 
  

Scripture: Exodus 20:13 and Matthew 5:21-26  
Purpose: The purpose of Lesson Five is to 

understand the many faces of murder and how 
the beloved community is to honor life by 

refusing any and all death-dealing behavior.  

of 

Lesson 5 

Be on the lookout for the youth group 
newsletter . . . coming soon! 

January Mission Project— 

Diaper Drop 
(Larger sizes/Pull-Ups) 



 HPC on 

Join us in collecting and preparing snacks for 
the Hospice House in Huntington. We can 

use things like individually packaged snacks 
like cereal bars, Pop Tarts, pudding cups, 
fruit cups, small bags of cookies, pretzels, 
chips, etc. The snacks are assembled and 

taken to Hospice House on the first and third 
Sunday of each month.  

A letter from the Campus Ministers at 
the Campus Christian Center 

 
Dear Friends of Highlawn 

Presbyterian Church, 
 

Thank you so much for your help with 
making lunch available to Marshall 

students, staff and faculty. We know 
you have a heart for our students and 
your help is greatly appreciated. We 

are currently seeing about 100 
students, faculty and staff coming 

into the Center for Lunch for a Buck 
twice a month. Just an FYI—we had 
right at 100 the day you were here! 
We ask for your constant support as 
we continue to operate the facility in 
which so many worthwhile Christian 

programs are located.  
 

We now have one further request to 
make of you. Please keep the Campus 
Christian Center and all its programs 
in your prayers. Your daily prayers, 

and those of other folks, provide the 
real under-girding and strength of 
our ministry on Marshall’s campus.  

 
Again, thank you so much, and God 

bless you. 
 

The Campus Ministers  
Campus Christian Center  

 
 

Thanks to all who supplied Snacks for 
Finals for the Campus Christian Center. 
Lots of packaged items like crackers, 
granola bars, fruit snacks, chips, Rice 
Krispie Treats, Pop Tarts, along with 

water, Capri Suns, and Cuties and apples 
were collected and taken to Marshall so 
that Chris Bailey could distribute them.  

 
The support of our congregation is 

appreciated by the CCC. Look for our 
next Lunch for a $1 date in March! 



December was a busy mission month around the church.  
 

Just before Thanksgiving, we sent 61 shoeboxes to Operation Christmas Child. Thank 
you to all who supplied gifts, helping hands to pack boxes and kind donations of money 

for shipping.  
 

In early December we provided food and goodies to “Lunch for a Buck.” The meal was 
well-received as were the snacks and “study treats” that were taken to the Campus 

Christian Center just before finals began.  
 

Over 60 stockings were taken to the Salvation Army, along with several large bags of 
items that were too big to fit in stockings. Our Youth worked on filling large gift bags 

for the Salvation Army and those pictures are on the HPC Facebook Page.  
 

Forty pillows and pillowcases were taken to Pressley Ridge Residential Center for Youth. 
Pillowcase-making is an ongoing project that we plan to promote all year and there are 
several places where we would like to make donations. More details in the near future.  

 
Other local agencies to receive items during the holidays included First Steps Recovery 

Program, who received soup and cookies left from Crocks, Cookies & Carols; City 
Mission, which received several bags of clothing; and Harmony House, which received 

several coats and household items.  
 

If you have items you are no longer using, we can generally find an outlet for them.  
 

It truly is more blessed to give than receive.  

 HPC on 

A note from Ann Schurman . . . 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  

I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  
I was naked and you gave me clothing,  

I was sick and you took care of me,  
I was in prison and you visited me…  

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  

Matthew 25:35-36, 40 (NRSV) 


