
  Forgive us, please, for our shortsightedness, for our tendency 

 toward comfort and self-protection, and for the times when our   

 fears keep us from giving and loving from the heart. Make us –just a 

 little bit each day, maybe – more loving, more attentive, more aware 

 of your grace all around us, and of our opportunity to share and 

 multiply that grace.  

 (Please observe a moment of silent, personal confession)  

   Assurance of Pardon 

 That’s it – we have taken the first steps together to restoring our relationship  

 to God; now let’s believe that forgiveness is a “done deal!” Let’s live and love  

 as people who are less captive to our own desires and more  receptive to the 

 Spirit of God. 

   Passing of the Peace 

 Let’s celebrate forgiveness and new possibilities by greeting each other with

 words of peace and welcome.  (Please stand and share God’s peace as you 

 feel led). 

   Children’s Message 

   Anthem          "Have Thine Own Way, Lord”     George Stebbins 

   Scripture          Jeremiah 18:1-18    

   Sermon      “Being Shaped”  Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton 

   * Hymn              “Change My Heart, O God”        No. 695 

   The Offering of God’s People 

   * Offertory Response      "Take My Life"       No. 697 v. 4  

  * Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 We have the means to give, we have the reason to give, and there  

 are many waiting for us to give. Yet often, our hands hold back, and  

A People of Loving Hearts and  Helping Hands 
  * Those who are able, please stand for the parts of  

  worship indicated with an asterisk 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude                           

* Call to Worship 

 L: God is like a potter who shapes and forms our lives. 

 P: We have been called to be faithful to God’s intention. 

 L: God seeks for us to be vessels of compassion and service. 

 P: We have been given multiple opportunities to witness to God’s 

 love. 

 L: Come, let us worship the Creator who has given us life. 

 P: Let us send our praises to God who knows us totally and loves us. 

 AMEN. 

* Hymn                  “God the Sculptor of the Mountains”        No. 5 

Invitation to Confession  

 [We will occasionally highlight one part of the worship service to talk about. 

 Today: Why do we have a prayer of confession?] 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
 God of glory, Lord of love, as much as we don’t like to admit it, we 

 often fall short of your hopes and expectations of us. We aren’t 

 always generous with our time, our money, or our kindness. We turn 

 away from things that are hard to see or hear, feeling overwhelmed  

 by hopeless situations. There are people who disturb  us with their 

 “different-ness” or with their brokenness, and we pretend not to  

 notice so we don’t feel so powerless or afraid. In our  church lives, we 

 sometimes put our own comfort or convenience above the needs of  

 our community; we protect and guard what we  think is “ours,” 

 forgetting that it is all really yours and only entrusted to us for the  

 sake of a world in need.  
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 we hoard what we have for ourselves. God of grace, help us live and  

 give in your kingdom of love, where there are no enemies, only  

 brothers and  sisters, and kindness is the air we breathe. In Jesus’  

 name we pray, Amen. 

Prayers of the People   

 (We conclude with The Lord’s Prayer found on p. 35 in the hymnal;  

 at HPC we say “debts and debtors,” rather than “trespasses”)  

* Hymn  “He’s Got the Whole World In His Hands”     Traditional Spiritual 

   * Responsive Benediction 

 Leader: We came to this sacred space to celebrate and affirm that the Lord 

 is like a potter, making and reshaping us into God’s image to be and share 

 the Good News. 

 People: Lord, send us out into your world as your change agents to 

 help mold and remake the human condition, with your grace and 

 your help. Let it be so in this age and forever more. Amen! 

    

    * Benediction Response 

1 He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands.  
He's got the whole world in his hands. 

 
2 He's got the wind and the rain in his hands. 

(Sing three times) 
He's got the whole world in his hands. 

3 He's got the little tiny baby in his hands...  

He's got the whole world in his hands. 

 

4 He's got you and me, brother, in his hands...  

He's got the whole world in his hands. 

 

5 He's got you and me, sister, in his hands… 

He's got the whole world in his hands. 

 

6 He's got everybody here in his hands...  

He's got the whole world in his hands.  

Being Shaped 
Jeremiah 18:1-18 


