
    

 

Prayer of Confession             
 Loving God, you are the one who leads us from darkness into light, 

 from  captivity into freedom, from anxiety into peace, from despair 

 into joy. Yet we long to break free, choosing independence, convinced 

 of our own wisdom, forgetting your love and grace. 

 Forgive us, draw close to us, embrace us once again in your loving 

 arms, and enable us to follow you in worship and grateful service each 

 day of our lives.  

 (Please observe a moment of silent, personal confession)  

   Assurance of Pardon   
 In this moment, may we know ourselves truly to be God’s forgiven, beloved 

 children. May healing flow like a stream through our lives, sweeping away 

 stones, debris, all that impedes, leaving us refreshed, renewed, at peace.   

   Passing of the Peace 
 Share with one another the peace of Christ that seeks to enter every heart and 

 mind.  

 (Please stand and greet each other with words of peace and compassion). 

   Children’s Message      

   Solo          “How Great Thou Art”           Stuart Hine 

                Charlie Thompson, soloist 

   Scripture                         Acts 28:15-30 

    Sermon       “When Good News Seems Like Bad News”            

     Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton 

 

A People of Loving Hearts and  Helping Hands 
 

* Those who are able, please stand for the parts of  

worship indicated with an asterisk 

  Welcome and Announcements 

  Prelude           “There is a Balm in Gilead”     Spiritual 

          Arr. Mark Hayes 

 There is a balm in Gilead  If you cannot preach like Peter, 

 To make the wounded whole. If you cannot pray like Paul, 

 There is a balm in Gilead  You can tell the love of Jesus, 

 To heal the sinsick soul.  Who died to save us all. 

*Responsive Prayer 

 Leader: For the joy of your presence changing and renewing us day by day, we 

 offer you our praise. 

 People: For the blessing you bring us, the outpouring of your love day 

 by day, we offer you our praise. 

 Leader: For peace beyond understanding, blessed assurance day by day, we offer 

 you our praise. 

 People: For the Word that endures, teaches and challenges, generation 

 to generation, we offer you our praise. Amen 

 *Hymn                           “God Is Here!”    No. 409 

  Invitation to Confession  
        Confession is a challenge; who among us enjoys admitting our mistakes, our 

 shortcomings, and our failures to show love? Yet without deep, soul-searching 

 honesty, our relationships to God remain on the surface of our lives, and our 

 spirits and our faith cannot grow. So let us join in a time of honest, reflective 

 confession. 
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  *  Hymn            “Hear the Good News of Salvation”       No. 441  

   The Offering of God’s People 

   * Offertory Response       “Great God of Every Blessing”            No. 694, v.1 

   * Prayer of Dedication 

    Prayers of the People  
 Concluding with The Lord’s Prayer  

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven, 

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our debts, 

   as we forgive our debtors; 

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

   and the glory, forever. Amen 

   * Closing Hymn         “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”      No. 753 

   * Benediction 

 Do not be dismayed by the brokenness in the world. All things break.  

 And all things can be mended. Not with time, as they say, but with intention.  

 So go. Love intentionally, extravagantly, unconditionally. The broken world waits  

 in darkness for the light that is you. Amen. 

    * Benediction Response         “Alleluia! Amen!” 


