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A Note from the Pastor 

 Due to circumstances that were certainly within my control (but not on my 

calendar!), I didn’t get an article written for last month, so I’m going to continue this 

month by writing about the 2nd  (of 5) ―focus point‖ of transitional ministry. (Last time 

I wrote about ―Heritage‖ – how we celebrate and recognize the people and events 

who have shaped the congregation over the years). This month, the focus is on 

―Leadership:‖ 

 Ways we do/could appreciate and follow current leaders 

 How to expand the leadership pool 

 Supporting healthy, open decision-making processes 

  

 First let me offer a perspective from my life coaching work; all of us are, in 

some way, leaders. At the very minimum, we ―lead‖ our own lives… at least to the 

extent that we make conscious choices and decisions. Parents are leading not only 

their own lives, but also those of their children. Some are leaders as volunteers. 

Others may have more ―official‖ leadership roles, and in any of these, the more self-

awareness we have developed, the more likely our leadership is to be effective. So 

when I think about effective church leadership, I think about not only those people 

who are already very self-aware, but also those who are making regular efforts to 

learn and to grow in any area of their lives. If we think about faith as an example, we 

are invited by God to never stop growing.  

 

 But it’s pretty easy – maybe even expected in our culture – to get to a point 

where feel like we know or have experienced enough, and are now ―experts‖ at 

_____ (hobbies, work, living, etc.), but this is especially true (I believe) about church. 

Those of us who’ve been ―church-ing‖ for most of our lives often believe we ―know 

how to do it.‖ Church should be like this, and not like that; phrases like ―we’ve always 

done it this way before‖ (or the corollary ―we’ve never done it that way before‖) 

suggest that we know the one right way. Of course, as we’ve been discussing a lot 

recently in sermons, etc. the ways it used to work don’t seem to be working anymore, 

but it’s not because we aren’t doing it well; it’s because the world outside our doors 

changed while we were church-ing the best way we knew how.  

  

 At this point, I’ll be really honest; we come to certain points in our lives where 

we may ask ourselves how much we’re willing to change/grow because of the 

ongoing effort involved. I’m no longer willing to do as much to stay in shape as I once 

did; I don’t love exercise for its own sake – it has always been just a way for me to 



Thank you to everyone who has been supporting our Sunday school 
classes and fellowship time before church. We’ve had a great 

turnout and it’s been fun talking to some new faces. If you haven’t 
come to Sunday School or Fellowship time, you should start. We 

have Sunday school for all ages starting at 9:45 am and our 
fellowship time starts in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30am.  

 
   - Sarah Specht 

keep playing the sports I enjoy. What that means is that I can’t play as much or as well as in the 

past.  

 

 Congregations all reach a point where they have to decide how much effort and energy they 

have to put into changing; in fact, it is an ongoing calculation. Even a new church needs habits, 

rituals, ways of doing things that don’t require constant tweaking or creativity. But only through 

spiritual, mindful, self-aware leaders can churches make honest assessments, evaluate their current 

ministries, and discern what may be God’s will for the congregation in any time or life stage. 

  

 I’ve been blessed to work with really good Session members at HPC; at our September 

retreat, their interest in and energy for the congregation were clear. I also know that there are lots 

of others leaders – our staff members (Sarah, David, Alanna, Jennifer, and Paul), our treasurer/

cook/???/??? Ann Schurman, Presbyterian Women, various committee members, ushers, and a 

whole bunch of folks who see needs and find ways to meet them. That suggests a healthy kind of 

―dispersed‖ leadership in which members feel enough ―ownership‖ of the church to know when they 

need or don’t need to ask permission to do something.  

 

 One challenge going forward for Highlawn will be how well the church is able to nurture and 

promote new leaders (not necessarily ―younger‖ ones, but that is an important consideration). New 

leaders bring new perspectives, possibilities, and energy – all of which God has need in continuing 

to shape this congregation for future purposes.  

 

 The last thought for today is a question: How might Highlawn do more to acknowledge, 

thank, and support its current leaders? Those of you who have done ―thankless‖ jobs before know 

that even a little bit of gratitude goes a long way. Please feel free to email (dwsutton@gmail.com) 

or otherwise share thoughts/ideas you have about this with me. 

 

 Next month: Mission – What is the church’s sense of purpose and direction? What makes us 

unique? What are our core values?   

 

Peace, 

Dana 

  

mailto:dwsutton@gmail.com


Fellowship Time 

Let’s get to know each 
other a little better! In 

between Sunday 
School and Worship, 

we would like to invite 
you to the Fellowship 
Hall for a treat and a 
cup of coffee while 

getting to know your 
neighbor a little better.  

Sunday Mornings,  
10:30-11:00am 

October Greeter Schedule 

Oct. 6  Jerry & Alice Browning 

Oct. 13        Paulette Mabry  

Oct. 20 Leslie & Ryan Bremar 

Oct. 27       

Session 
October 17 @ 

6 p.m.  

Monday Afternoon Bible Study  
Join us at 1pm on Monday afternoons 

in the Parlor, for a weekly Bible 
study. Everyone invited! 

God Loves Me 
Birth—4 years old 
Taught by: Denise 
Parks 
Room : Nursery, 104 
 
All Together Now 
Kindergarten  - 3rd 
Grade 
Taught by: Emily 
Franks 
Room 208 
 
I Know My Bible 
4th  - 6th Grade   
Taught by Anna 
Laura Dorey 
Room 204 
 
 

Milestones, 
Connecting  
God’s Word for Life 
7th  - High School 
Taught by Sarah 
Specht Room 202 
 
6 Themes in 
Jeremiah Everyone 
Should Know 
Adults 
Taught by Carla 
Lapelle 
Room  108 
 
 

One Year Daily Acts 
of Kindness 
Young Adults 
Library, Room 102 
 
Bible Topics— 
Currently: Jim Casto, 
special guest 
Next Week: Exodus 
Adults 
Taught by Richard 
Mobayed and Guest 
Speakers 
Room 101 

Sunday School Opportunities  

-Coffee and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall  
following Sunday School  



Join Us! 
 

HPC Youth Group for Middle  
School and High School will be  

from 5pm—6:30 pm.  
Hope to see you! 

On Wednesday, October 30, we will have a 
Halloween party after our Wednesday night dinner. 
We need people to help decorate rooms and lead 
games—please let Sarah Specht know if you are 

interested.  
 

On Nov. 10, the youth 
will be leading worship 
and they will have a 
fundraiser luncheon 

afterward.  
More details to come! 

Enslow Park Presbyterian would like to invite you 
to their contemporary worship service—the first 

and third Sunday of each month. The service starts 
at 5:30 pm in their fellowship hall. It’s a service 
where we can join our voices as a community of 

Presbyterians representing many different 
churches.  

Contemporary Worship Invitation 

HPC Halloween Party! 



 
On October 27, UKirk will be leading our worship and we will be having a lunch afterward.  

I really want to support our Marshall students, so I’m including a wish-list from the Marshall 
Campus Christian Center—if you wrould like to buy any gifts, we will have a basket in the 

foyer for you to put them in and we’ll present everything on the 27th.  
 
 Variety packages of single serve chips/pretzels/popcorn 

 
 Crystal Lite Pitcher Packs (some students have sugar restrictions)  

 
 Movie Theater boxes of candy (any variety, for movie nights) 

 
 Ingredients to make chocolate chip cookies (flour, sugar, butter, chocolate chips, etc.  

 
 Hard cover Harper Collins Study Bibles—can be found on Amazon 
 

 

UKirk Lunheon 
 

Sunday, October 27, following Worship 
 

We are asking people to bring sandwiches, salads or desserts  
 

Please join us! 



Birthdays for  
This Month 
 
10/1 Margie Stone 
10/3 Emily Franks 
10/5 Charles Woolcock 
10/6 Elijah Dorey 
10/7 Andy Blackman 
10/9 David Woodward 
10/16 Jim Lamp 
10/16 Larry Miller 
10/19 Gaye Fearing 
10/22 Herb Myers 
10/25 Shelia Brownfield 
10/25 Sharolyn McCray 
10/26 Betty Barrett 
10/28 Bob Lowe 
10/29 Mary Durstein 
10/31 Charles Thompson 

 
Birthdays for The                    

Beginning of Next Month 

 

11/05 Annastaza Jones 
11/07 Sarah Lovejoy 
11/08 Jean Taylor 
11/08 Linda Beegle 
 

Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dana Sutton 

Cell: 304-730-0640 
Email:  

dwsutton@gmail.com 

 

Christian Educator 
Sarah Specht 

Cell:  304-690-6667 
Email:  

sarahb43215@ 
yahoo.com 

 

Choir Director 
David Chenoweth 

Cell: 304-617-1097 
Email: 

davidchenoweth79@ 
gmail.com 

 

Organist 
Alanna Cushing 

Cell: 304-549-7636 
Email:  

a-cushing@ 
hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Jennifer Chapman 
Cell: 304-417-2758 

Email:  
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Sexton 
Paul Smith 

Cell:  304-412-9632 
 

OFFICE INFO 

 

Phone 
304-522-1676 

 

Email: 
office@ 

highlawnpc.org 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

10:00am-2:00pm 

Listen to Sermons  
Online 

 

If you would like to hear the 
sermon for a certain Sunday, 
they are available on our 
website.  Just click on the 
“Sermon” tab and select the 
date you wish to listen to. 

Oct. 4-6 Bluestone Fall Retreat 

Oct. 5  Rummage Sale 

Oct. 10 Women’s Bible Study 

Oct. 17 Session 

Oct. 20 City Mission  

Oct. 25 Snacks in Packs 

Oct. 27 UKirk 

Oct. 30 Halloween Party 

 HIGHTERIAN  

Check out our church 
calendar on our website, 

www.highlawnpc.org  
Let us know if you know  
of something coming up 

that should be added.  



 

by Shawn Bragan & Isaac Specht 

Interview with a Middle Schooler 

Gary Prater— 

 

“Playing any kind 

of ball!” He said 

his mom would 

always ask, “What 

kind of idiot ball 

did you play 

today?” 

 

 

 

Anna Laura 

Dorey— 

 

“Sledding down 

the wet leaves on 

pieces of 

cardboard.”  

 

 

 

 

 

Connie 

Musgrave— 

 

“Playing with 

homemade paper 

dolls.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Specht— 

 

“Raking up leaves 

and picking up 

acorns.” (We do 

not feel like this 

would be a 

favorite, but what 

do we know??) 

Question: What was your favorite fall activity as a child? 



Let’s make pillowcases for local organizations 
to the distributed during the holiday.  
 
We will have a “sewing spree” on Friday, 
Oct. 11, at 10am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please come and help cut out fabric, sew the 
pillowcase, and press a case. We would love to 
see lots of ladies stop by and work on this 
project. Light refreshments will be served.  
 
If you cannot stay to sew, you may take a kit 
or two home to work on.  
 
The finished cases will go to Golden Girls, 
Harmony House, Branches, and the City 
Mission.  

Pillowcase Project 

Next month Mission Work Day 
November 1 at 10am 

 
 

Join us for a work day and help however you 
can. We will be sewing stockings and 

pillowcases, and filing our Operation Christmas 
Child shoeboxes. Hope to see you there! 

It was a hot, busy Sunday, but many folks 
enjoyed the dinner that was prepared and 
served at the City Mission. Thanks to all who 
helped fix the various  dishes that were 
served, those who sent desserts, and those 
who fill the plates. We say this every month, 
but it is so true—This is a team effort! 
 
Looking ahead to October (our Mission date 
is Oct. 20) we have some already cooked 
chicken in our freezer that is planned to go 
into some casseroles. We  have a casserole 
recipe in mind, but if you have a favorite that 
you would like to put up for consideration, 
please do! We can always use donations of 
desserts or any other types of food you’d like 
to send, so keep that in mind.  
 
Special thanks for the leftover fruit and 
sandwiches from our dear Sue Nedrow’s 
memorial service. The fruit was a wonderful, 
welcome item that was really appreciated by 
the guests at the Mission. Also popular were 
the egg salad sandwiches. Some else had 
donated some sausages and hot dogs that 
went into the baked beans as well as a 
terrific hambone that worked wonders on the 
canned green beans. One fellow even asked 
for the bone, which our server was happy to 
give him.  
 
Thanks everyone, for your dedication to this 
mission! 
 
God provides! 
 
 - Ann Schurman  
 
 
Our next City Mission Sunday is October 20! 
We hope you can join us! 
 
See Ann Schurman on ways you can get 
involved.  
  

 

September City Mission Recap 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiF-sW81d7gAhWGT98KHeVoDrAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedwevolunteer.org%2Fagency%2Fdetail%2F%3Fagency_id%3D83639&psig=AOvVaw38vTGMhTLI122biewWwEgA&ust=1


Women’s Fellowship  
The study this year is on the Ten 

Commandments.  
There are two times to attend; 
pick whatever time is best for 
you—either 1pm or 6:30pm.  

Both meet in the Fellowship Hall. 
All women of the church are 

welcome to attend.  

Lesson 2 

October 10, 2019 
Words of Love: Don’t Trivialize My Name 

The Third Word 
  

Scripture: Exodus 20:7, Matthew 7:21-23 
Purpose: The purpose of Lesson Two is to 

understand the power of God’s name  
and our call to use it rightly.  

of 

The Presbyterian Women are 
collecting new or gently used shoes 
for children and adults, tennis shoes, 
and casual shoes. These will be given 
to Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
and sent with their collection. There 
is a designated basket just inside the 
glass doors to collect them. Thank 

you for your contribution! 

Soles for Souls 



Join us in collecting and preparing snacks for the Hospice 
House in Huntington. We can use things like individually 

packaged snacks like cereal bars, Pop Tarts, pudding cups, 
fruit cups, small bags of cookies, pretzels, chips, etc. The 
snacks are assembled and taken to Hospice House on the 

first and third Sunday of each month.  

Thank you! 

Thank you so much for your help with 
making lunch available to Marshall students, 
staff and faculty. We know you have a heart 
for our students and your help is greatly 
appreciated. We are currently seeing about 
100 students, faculty and staff coming into 
the Center for Lunch for a Buck twice a 
month. Just an FYI—we had about 135 the 
day you were here! We ask for your constant 
support as we continue to operate the facility 
in which so many worthwhile Christian 
programs are located.  
 
We now have one further request to make of 
you. Please keep the Campus Christian 
Center and all of its programs in your 
prayers. Your daily prayers, and those of 
other folks, provide the real under-girding 
and strength of our ministry on Marshall’s 
campus.  
 
Again, thank you so much, and God bless 
you.  
 
The Campus Ministers 
Campus Christian Cetner 

Eva Kennedy is looking for a 3-bedroom 
house or apartment in the Highlawn area. 
If you know of something for rent, please 
let her know. Also, she could use furniture 
or household items. Her phone number is 

304-939-0495. Thanks so much! 

On  October 25, we will be assembling Snacks 
In Packs snack bags for the Boys & Girls Club 

at 11:00 AM in HPC kitchen.  
If you would like to contribute snacks,  

here are some food ideas:  
 

Individually packaged— fruit snacks, pudding/
fruit cups, cereal bars, small cereal boxes, 

snack crackers, Pop Tarts, Rice Krispies treats, 
raisins, chips, Little Debbie snacks. Thank you 

for giving to this ministry! 





It’s time to begin gathering items for Operation Christmas Child! This year we will be 
using the preprinted cardboard boxes. They will be available for pick-up in a few weeks. A 

list of gift ideas for the boxes is on the following page.  
 

We are also ordering soccer balls and pumps that can be placed in these boxes.  
 

Look for collection boxes for items in the foyer.  
 

Any questions about Mission projects, please ask Nancy Estler or Ann Schurman.  
 

 
 
 

How to pack your shoebox 

Pick up your shoebox—We will let you know when 
the boxes arrive! 

Girl or boy? - Decide if you want to buy for a girl or 
boy, and choose an age category 

Fill with Gifts—Select a medium to large ―wow‖ item 
such as a soccer ball with pump or stuffed animal, 
then fill with other fun toys, hygiene items, and 
school supplies. 

Pray—Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive 
your gift. You can also include a personal note and photo. 



Gift Ideas for Shoeboxes  

School Supplies 

Pencils, Erasers and sharpener 

Pencil case and Safety scissors 

Crayons, colored pencils and markers 

Pens, note pads 

6 inch Ruler, Glue stick 

Small board books 

Coloring book, flash cards 

Stickers, Self-inking stamp 

 

Hygiene/Personal Items 

Comb, Brush 

Mild bar of soap and wash cloth 

Toothbrush 

Solar-powered flashlight     *Please Remember* 

Draw string bag      All items must fit in a shoebox 

Hair ribbons/bows, barrettes      

Colorful Band-aids 

Small pack colorful tissues 

Lip balm (non-liquid) 

Emery board/nail clippers   

Socks, underwear     

Water bottle, Plastic eating utensils 

Sippy cup/cup with a lid 

Bandanas, Gloves, Toboggan 

Baseball cap, T shirt 

Flip flops, Sunglasses 

Plastic poncho in packet 

Purse, Necklace/jewelry 

Watch 

 

Small toys and balls 

Doll, stuffed animal 

Small cars and trucks 

Harmonicas, tambourine    Shop for bargains all year long! 

Slinky, Yoyo, Paddle ball, Silly Putty 

Jump rope 

Jigsaw puzzle    

Finger puppets 

Bean bag, hacky sack 

Small dry erase board and markers 

Miniature checkerboard and checkers 

Unopened Happy Meal toy 

Legos, Crafting Kit 

GIFT TIP 

 
When putting items together for your shoebox, start 

with a quality “wow” item such as a stuffed animal, 

soccer ball with pump, musical instrument such as a 

harmonica or woodwind instrument,  a clothing 

outfit. . .something that will capture the child’s 

attention the instant he or she opens the box. 

DO NOT INCLUDE 
Candy 

Toothpaste 

Used or damaged items 

War-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures 

Chocolate or food 

Seeds 

Fruit rolls or other fruit snacks 

Drink mixes (powdered or liquid) 

Liquids or lotions 

Medications or vitamins 

Breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers 

Aerosol cans 

MAKE IT PERSONAL 
 

You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of 

yourself, your family, or group.  

 

If you include your name and an address, the child 

may be able to write back. 






