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 nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all 
 you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If 
 you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run
 -of-the-mill sinner does that. 
 48 “In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now 
 live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously 
 toward others, the way God lives toward you.” 
 

 Sermon                         “A Tougher Love”   Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton 
  

* Hymn             “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”  No. 753 
 

   The Offering of God’s People 
 *Offertory Response          “Doxology”    No. 606 
 *Prayer of Dedication 
  God of grace, we know you want justice to roll down like water.  
  Accept these gifts from our hands, which we cast upon the waters of 
  your love, a generous ever-flowing stream feeding the hungry and  
  helping those in need. Accept these gifts for the work of your church, 
  that we might continue to share your grace and justice in the  
  Highlawn neighborhood and beyond. Amen. 

   Prayers of the People 
 (Our intercessory prayer today will have a series of petitions, each one  
 concluding with the words, "Loving God," to which the congregation is invited 
 to respond with, "Hear our prayer." We conclude with The Lord's Prayer 
 found on p. 35 in the hymnal).  

 *Hymn         "Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining"    No. 192           

 *Blessing  
 May the beauty of God be reflected in your eyes, the love of God be reflected 
 in your hands, the wisdom of God be reflected in your words, and the 
 knowledge of God flow from your heart, that all might see, and seeing,  
 believe. Amen. 

* Choral Response 
 



 
 We give you thanks for the many people in our lives who love us, who care  
 for us, whose presence brings us joy. 
 Lord, your love sustains us. 
 We give you thanks for this community of faith, faithful in every season, 
 singing your praises, encouraging us to give our utmost to our Savior. 
 Lord, your love sustains us. 
 We give you thanks for sending your son Jesus Christ through whose death 
 we receive pardon, through whose resurrection we have hope. God of grace, 
 everything we are comes from you; everything we have belongs to you –  
 be with us this week as we seek to be your joyful, loving people.  
 Lord, your love sustains us and gives us peace. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Continued Grace 
 Our Lord is merciful, and not only has forgiven us, but indeed sustains us 
 and gives us peace. We are challenged, but also nourished and  
 strengthened to continue as "people of the Way." Let's celebrate that peace 
 and our challenge of journeying together, as we greet one another as sisters 
 and brothers in Christ.   
 (Please stand and share God’s peace as you feel led). 

  Children’s Message     
 

  Anthem           “Jesus, Name of Wondrous Love”        Robert J. Powell 
 

  Scripture              Matthew 5:43-48  
 New Revised Standard Version 
 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
 your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
 persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for 
 he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
 righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, 
 what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 
 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing 
 than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, 
 as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
 The Message 
 43-47 “You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its un
 written companion, ‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you 
 to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. 
 When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, 
 for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. 
 This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain to 

*Those who are able, please stand for the parts of worship indicated with an asterisk.  
The congregation is asked to read the bold text in the liturgy.  

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude         “Come, Christians Join to Sing”        Traditional 
            Arr. Michael Fischer 

Opening Prayer 
 God our Provider, we walked into church today needing you in different ways. 
 Some of us need strength because we are facing a big challenge. Some of us 
 need hope, because we feel like giving up. Some of us need love because we 
 are feeling alone. We trust that you will provide for us, whether through words 
 or music, or in a quiet moment of reflection. You are here, you are with us. 
 Amen. 

* Hymn   "Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain"   No. 193 vs 1,2,3,5 
  
 

   Invitation to Confession 
 The apostle Paul tells us that the only one who stands in judgment over us is 
 God. God brings hidden things to light and makes public our true hearts. We 
 come, then, to confess our sins before God and one another, trusting in God’s 
 mercy to forgive and to restore. 

   Prayer of Confession (Unison)  
 Lord, you give us choices each and every day. This week we have seen your 
 path, and turned away from it. We have seen our brother or sister in need and 
 we did not turn to help. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 We have said cruel or unkind words, or refrained from saying helpful words 
 when they were needed. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 We have been critical of those who failed to offer us a helping hand, while  
 ignoring our own apathy towards others. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 We have used our resources, gifts from you, to help only ourselves. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 [Silence] 
 We give you thanks that in spite of ourselves you show your love to us in many 
  ways each and every day. 
 Lord, your love sustains us. 
 We give you thanks for life and breath today, for health and food to eat, and a 
 beautiful world to live in. 
 Lord, your love sustains us. 


