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4th Sunday after  epiphany 
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Web:  www.highlawnpc.org 

Office Hours: M-F 10am-2pm 

  * Hymn                     "Blest Are They"         No. 172  

  The Offering of God’s People 
 *Offertory Response          “Doxology”      No. 606 
 *Prayer of Dedication 
   We thank you, God, that you have blessed us with an abundance of 
  gifts for the flourishing of your world.  May this offering of our  
  life and labor reveal your love as we seek to share your promised reign 
  with all creation. Amen. 

 
   The Lord’s Supper 
 Words of Invitation 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Remembrance  

Sharing the Elements (Today you are invited to come forward for 
communion by intinction - take a piece of bread and dip into the cup and eat. 
If anyone would like to receive at their seats, please let an usher know) 

 Concluding Prayer  

 

   *Hymn        “Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith Is Firm"         No. 731 

               
   * Blessing  
 And now the service begins. Go forth into the world in the knowledge that  
 we are God's body, that hope for a new world is in the blood of our veins, 
 that the struggle for justice is the beat to which our hearts respond, and that 
 God's promise is the very stuff of which our bones are wrought. Go forth to 
 praise the God from whom all blessings flow. Amen.  
 

* Choral Response 
 



 
      Assurance of Pardon 
 Sisters and brothers, your sins are forgiven by the faith of Christ, who chose 
 love over hatred and forgiveness over blame. Rejoice and be glad, for God’s 
 mercy is great; Jesus brings healing, justice, and peace. Amen. 
 

  * Passing of the Peace 
 Let us share the peace of Christ with each other in the hope that it is 
 contagious! (Please stand and share God’s peace as you feel led) 
 

  Children’s Message     

 

  Anthem                       "The Beatitudes"             Chris Wommack  

 

 Scripture                  Matthew 5:1-12 (NASB) 

 1When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat 

 down, His disciples came to Him.  

 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying, 

 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5 “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 

 be satisfied. 

 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

 righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely 

 say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  

 12 Rejoice and be glad, for  your reward in heaven is great; for in the same 

 way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

  Sermon                        “Blessed By Challenge”  Rev. Dr. Dana Sutton 

 

Those who are able, please stand for the parts of worship indicated with an asterisk.  
The congregation is asked to read the bold text in the liturgy.  

   Welcome and Announcements 

   Prelude         

   Call to Worship   
 Come, all who are poor in spirit; come, all who mourn; come, all who are meek;   
 come, all who hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
 Come, all who would be merciful; come, all who would be pure in heart; 
 come, all who would be peacemakers. 
 Let us come together – the weak, the weary, the powerless, the foolish. 
 Let us confess that the source of our life is Christ Jesus. Let us worship 
 the God of every blessing.  
 

  * Hymn   "O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing"         No. 610  

 

   Invitation to Confession 
 Let us confess our sins, for the Holy One delights in blessing those who seek to  
 walk with God. 
 

   Prayer of Confession (unison)  
 Gracious God, we come before you to confess that we have not fully lived out the 
 folly of the Gospel. You call those who are poor in spirit “blessed,” 
 yet we often place our own desires over the needs of others. 
 You call those who mourn “blessed,” 
 yet we insulate ourselves from the pain that surrounds us. 
 You call those who are meek “blessed,” 
 yet we struggle mightily to appear strong and superior. 
 You call those who thirst for righteousness “blessed,” 
 yet sometimes we just want to take the easiest path. 
 You say, “Blessed are the pure in heart,” 
 yet our hearts are pulled in many directions. 
 You say, “Blessed are the peacemakers,” 
 yet we fail to live in peace with those closest to us and we are too often 
 silent about the warring ways of our nation.  
 Forgive us, O God. Guide us along new paths of truth and the deep blessedness 
 of being your disciples. (Please observe a moment of silent, personal confession)  


